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Running late, Japanese rail worker delays train
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emergency stop button because he needed an excuse for running late
for work, police said after arresting the man.

Masahiro Matsumoto, 23, employed at the Nishioji station in Kyoto prefec-
ture, pressed a roadside emergency stop button at a train crossing, causing
a Nara line train to stop for about four minutes.

A police spokesman quoted Matsumoto as saying after his arrest: “l was
running late for work and | thought it could be an excuse if a train stopped
because of the emergency stop.”

The police officer told AFP that Matsumoto, himself a rail commuter, was
trying to cause follow-up delays on the train line so that he could “tell his
boss that his late arrival could not be helped.”

Police were staking out the crossing following six similar cases and were
investigating whether the railway employee was responsible for any of them.

His employer, West Japan Railway Co., said in a statement: “We sincerely
regret the arrest of our employee, which caused our customers and others
concerned to lose trust in us.” (AFP)

Q Japanese railway worker halted a commuter train by pressing an
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Top: The new E5-type bullet train, sporting an extended nose, is unveiled to media on June

17, 2009, in Rifu in Miyagi Prefecture, northern Japan. PHOTO: AP
LB : "Bt+tH EERESEENHUESFBIIETEAI S SHSFFE 58 - B« EBit

\

LUDAYRSIWURDS

<[] BN =
=) m == 5

1.halt /holt/ v

FIZ (zhan4 ting2) * 12 LL (ting2 zhi3)

#l: The police officer instructed the driver to halt the car.
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2.commuter /ka'mjute/ n.

BENE (tongl qin2 zhe3)

#l: Dozens of commuters were caught up in a train derailment.
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3.crossing /’krosmy/ n.

+E80 (shi2 zi4 1u4 kou3) * FA238 (ping2 jiaol dao4)

BI: The crossing will be closed until investigators are able to determine the cause of
the accident.
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4.delay /drle/ n.

ZRE5 (wu4 dian3)

Bl: There are expected to be heavy delays until weather conditions improve.
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stake out (v.phr)/ stakeout (n)
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When invesitgators (usually the police) conduct a stakeout, they carry out close
surveillance on a person or property.

Examples: “The police staked out the alley, in the hope of catching a drug dealer,”
or “The judge decided that evidence gathered during the stakeout was inadmissible
in court.”
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