BILINGUAL TIMES 15

TAIPEI TIMES « THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2009

City slickers look for free air conditioned spaces
SO IGE U S PN

slickers are spending the long summer days looking

for free air conditioned spaces. Apart from libraries,
fast food joints and supermarket food courts, coffee shops
and other public spaces where you can spend time at leisure
have become popular places to avoid the summer heat. The
warmer it is outside, the more people visit these places.

Foreign caretakers can be seen pushing their elderly
charges into the entrances of the underground shopping
malls connected to many Taipei MRT stations and in the city’s
eastern district or around the underground squares. Around
lunch break at noon, benches in these shopping malls are
crammed with people whiling away their time reading
newspapers or magazines.

When a well-known bookstore on Songgao Rd in Xinyi
Business District opens at 10 in the morning, crowds of peo-
ple carrying small backpacks and with earphones in their ears
wait to get in. The seating areas quickly fill up, so many book
lovers simply sit down on the floor.

“If you're not out by 10am, your room will soon become a
sauna!” says A-kou who rents a room without air condition-
ing. A-kou normally leaves early for work, but on her days off
she must find somewhere to escape the blistering sun. If she
doesn’t surf the Internet, she reads. She will bring a worn-out
old bag with a long-sleeved shirt. She’s not afraid that some-
one will steal it, so she uses it to mark her seat and she wears
it to sleep if there’s a danger of the air conditioning causing
a cold. “Many libraries have DVDs and movies that you can
watch for free, and the seats are not just hard benches, so you
can sit there until the afternoon without getting tired.”

Mrs. Chen from Xindian City also says that it is not very
economical to sit alone back home with the air conditioner
on all day, so she and her sister often meet at a department
store to do some window shopping. When they're tired of
that, they go to the food court, so they don’t spend much
money. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)

Q s temperatures in Taipei set record highs, many city
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Top: On hot summer days, many people go to the bookstore and sit down to read as if the bookstore were a
library, as in this picture taken in Taipei County on July 31. PHOTO: LIU JUNG, LIBERTY TIMES
Above: Children play in the water fountain behind Taipei 101 in Taipei on Aug. 2. PHOTO: LO PEI-DER, LIBERTY
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1.cram /krem/ v.

.. . Em (ba3..ji2 man3)

#l: Dozens of passengers crammed into the carriage.
(KL RZIBB A SRR ©)

2. while away /hwarl/' v.phr.

BEEFFRS (xiao1 mo2 shi2 jianT)

Bl: 1 like nothing better than to while away the hours reading a good novel.
HEERE AL BLNRIBERE )

3.sauna /'sauna/ n.

FRB (zhengl qi4'yud)

Bl: Is there any chance you could turn up the air conditioning? It's like a sauna in
here.
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4. ec ‘namikl/  adj.
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o travel everywhere by taxi.



