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Putin on a show: Vlad the adventurer struts his stuff
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Jones-style hat, climbing trees in leopard

country — just another day in an increas-
ingly adventurous summer for Russia’s strong-
man Vladimir Putin.

The prime minister, who in the last days alone
has dived in a mini-submarine to the floor of the
world’s deepest lake and attached a transmitter
to a whale, was this time visiting the remote Rus-
sian region of Tuva in southern Siberia.

Putin, dressed in green fatigues, camped out
overnight, rafted down the region’s fast-flowing
rivers and visited a traditional farmstead, Russian
news agencies said.

Pictures taken by his press entourage show
him striding through savannah-like fields in an-
kle-high boots and a hat reminiscent of the Hol-
lywood action hero Indiana Jones.

In another image, Putin was shown nestled on
the thick branch of a tree, surveying the scene
with quiet authority.

A pose, in fact, that appeared to imitate the
fabled snow leopard, one of the region’s most
dangered species.
sian news agencies described the day’s ac-
a “holiday” for the premier, although it
imed at reinforcing his tough-guy
s so well at home.
res, however, showed Putin
, unlike a famous set of
iday that showed him
ressively muscled

Striding through grassy fields in an Indiana
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Bl: Jack got into trouble for questioning his
teacher’s authority.
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Bl: Air support was sent to reinforce

the ground troops’ position.
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1. entourage /antu'raz/ n. lav well
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Bl: Many of today's stars travel everywhere
with a huge entourage of managers and
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If an idea or action plays well, it is well
REFSBETEINS - oags—raymeg  received by theaudience.

Examples: “Trevor’s performance at the
audition didn’t play well with the direc-
tor,” or “The president’s latest initiative

didn't play well with voters.”
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