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Web petition seeks Nobel prize for Michael Jackson
H 28

CEWSE

ore than 15,000 people have signed an Internet peti-
M tion calling for the late pop star Michael Jackson to
be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2010.

Started by an American college student, the petition praises
Jackson for his commitment to humanitarian causes and
calls on the Norwegian Nobel Institute to name the singer as
next year’s winner.

“We the Undersigned, believe Michael Jackson has given of
himself completely and selflessly in a lifelong effort to help
better global conditions for children, and all of humankind,”
the petition said.

“Michael Jackson has undoubtedly earned the 2010 Nobel
Peace Prize,” said the petition posted at www.petitionspot.
com/petitions/mjnobelpeaceprize.

The Web petition has a stated goal of one million signa-
tures and had more than 15,000 supporters within days of
starting.

But calls for Jackson, who died from a cardiac arrest on
June 25, to get next year’s prize are bound to fail — the rules
state that Nobel prizes cannot be awarded posthumously.

Secondly, only certain people are eligible to submit nom-
inations, including members of parliament and government
worldwide, university professors, previous laureates and
members of several international institutes.

The Nobel Committee that awards the prize is also eligible
to nominate candidates.

This year, US President Barack Obama and French Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy are among the 205 candidates for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

The winner will be announced Oct. 9.

(AFP)

op: A fan touches Michael Jackson’s star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles on June 29, 2009. PHOTO: AP
ter: A fan holds a picture of Michael Jackson while he waits in line to enter the Michael Jackson public memorial at
Apollo Theater in New York on June 30, 2009.

: Michael Jackson departs the Santa Barbara County Courthouse with his mother Katherine, left, and father Joe,
eft, after testimony in his child molestation trial in Santa Maria, California in this file image from May 25, 2005.
PHOTOS: REUTERS
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1. humanitarian /hju,mana‘tertan/ n.

NBEFEDB (ren2 dao4 zhu3 yi4 zhe3)

fll: Fiona is going to Africa to carry out humanitarian work.
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2. selflessly /‘selflasl/ ady.

EANMD (wu2 sil deb)

Bl: Arnold was awarded the highest military honor for acting selflessly under fire.
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3. posthumously /pastfomasl/ adv.

BREE4Z (yu2 si3 houd)

Bl: Despite remaining obscure during her lifetime, Georgina was posthumously
nominated fo eral writing awards.
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