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Now Germans can pre-book holiday sunloungers
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to infuriate British tourists by claiming all the sunloungers — they can now
do it from home.

Threatening to fuel a long-standing joke in Britain, travel agency Thomas Cook
said that German tourists could pay in advance to bag a poolside lounger when they
book their package holidays. The offer is only available in Germany.

The Daily Telegraph newspaper said three euros (US$4.25) a day was all it cost to
wind up British holidaymakers by reserving a sunlounger and an umbrella — with-
out the need for a pre-dawn raid to cover them all with towels.

Thomas Cook’s German branch is offering the service, with nine hotels having
signed up so far.

The Daily Telegraph said the new front in the “beach towel wars” — the origin of
which is unclear, but which is a hardy perennial of British media — had opened up
in Egypt, Turkey and Spain’s Canary Islands.

Thomas Cook was founded in 1841 by a British cabinet-maker, but is now German
owned.

“As part of a promotion to holidaymakers in Germany, pre-bookable sun chairs
are being offered as part of an upgrade package following positive feedback to a
successful initiative by a small number of hotels,” a Thomas Cook spokesman told
AFP. (AFP)

G erman holidaymakers no longer need to stampede to the pool at dawn
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Top: Algerians enjoy their time on Sidi Fredj beach, 20km west of Algiers, on July 28, 2009.
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1. holidaymaker /halsde,meke/ n.
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Bl: This resort has seen a drop in holidaymakers as a result of the economic
downturn.
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2. stampede /stem’pid/ v.
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Bl: As soon as the doors opened, hundreds of shoppers stampeded into the store to
grab some bargains.
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3.initiative /r'nifetiv/ n
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Bl: Arthur’s car pool initiative was quickly abandoned due to lack of interest.
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You wind somebody up if you deliberately annoy them. The article suggests that
German holidaymakers will annoy British holidaymakers by reserving sunloungers
online.

Examples: “ don't invite Morgan to my parties anymore. As soon as he arrives he
starts winding up the other guests,” or “Laura wasn’t a very good teacher — the kids
find it far too easy to wind her up.”
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