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Generals At War : The Battle Of The Bulge

1944 two generals

go head to head in
an epic battle. The
fate of the Second
World War hangs in

the balance. US General Omar Brad-
ley and German Field Marshal Wal-
ther Model may be far apart on the
battlefield, but in their minds they're
standing over the same table. After
the D-Day landings in Normandy,
Allied invasion forces are on a roll.
They sweep towards Germany with
lightning speed. Adolf Hitler hatches
a desperate plan to turn the tide of
the war at the eleventh hour. He mo-
bilises Germany’s very last reserves
of men and machines for one last gi-
ant offensive. The man Hitler picks
to run this mission is one of his most
successful and loyal generals — Field
Marshal Walther Model. Model was
an immensely able staff officer and
switching things fast was one of his
hallmarks. Ruthless in command
and particularly ruthless about the
enemy and his own subordinate
commanders and staff officers — if
they weren't cutting the mustard he
sacked them, without question.
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Hitler wants to drive a series of
armoured spearheads through the
thinly held American lines in the Ar-
dennes forest in Belgium. The fast-
moving tanks would then dash ahead
and capture the crossings over the
river Meuse. From the rear a wave
of support troops would sweep up
resistance and strengthen the attack.
But Model thinks Hitler's plan is far
too ambitious. The German generals
concerned — Model and his sub-
ordinates and superiors — all
recognised that they simply didn't
have the military strength to do this
and to Hitler's fury, they disagreed.
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But Hitler was insistent, and or-
dered them to Antwerp. Grudgingly,
Model prepares to do his Fuhrer’s
bidding. He knows that this is going
tobe the toughestjob he’s everdone.
His enemy has superior air power, so
Model needs a long stretch of bad
weather to keep the Allied bombers
on the ground. And his own troops
must move extremely fast. To have
any hope of success they need to
reach the River Meuse in only four
days. But Model also knows that the
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Right: American soldiers, portrayed by ac-
tors, take aim from behind sandbags.
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choice of battleground will give
him his biggest trump card: the el-
ement of surprise. The Ardennes
is the last place the enemy expect
him to attack. The steep and densely
wooded terrain forces his tanks to
stick to the narrow tracks.
BERRFIBFSMELTRYE
RAENRRREERGERATTEN
9 o BREEHR ERRHER - B
AEBRHREDR  FILIERERERE
BENEXRR > I3 BB EH e FREEAHA
2 B SHEIS2RIRTE - 18
PILVBEIRANELERBETNT A BRINEY
o BEHRDB SIS S MHE ALY
T2 : G - HEBSZIREIMSWNE
PO - HiE NEMXBEmE - &85
1850 REEBIEERDE °
By Dec. 15, 1944, Model’s as-
sault force is in place, undetected.
250,000 men, supported by artillery
and tanks, lie in wait, right in front
of the enemy lines. They will attack
at dawn. Across the front line from
Model — and completely oblivious
to the threat — is American General
Omar Bradley. His direct experience
of fighting was pretty limited — he
never saw a battle as a commander
until Sicily in 1943,
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Tune in tonight at 11:00pm to find out
how events unfolded in this crucial
conflict.
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Left: Field Marshall Walther
Model, (portrayed here by
an actor), was a ruthless
commander and loyal serv-
ant of Adolf Hitler.
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1. epic /‘epik/ adj.
PEFY (shi3 shil deb)

2. offensive /a'fensiv/ n.
SEIY (jing4 gong1)

3. subordinate /sa’bordnit/ n.
ZiE (bud shu3)

4. superior /s3'pirta/ adj.
& (shang4 sit)

5. battleground /‘batl,gravnd/ n.
&% (zhan4 chang3)

6. oblivious /o’bliviss/ adi.
REARZEY (bud yi3 wei2 yi4 deb)

Bottom: Dr. Sidney Alford, pictured here with cutouts of German soldiers, is one of the world’s leading inventors and creators of novel ways of
using explosives.
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