Student’s love for

Chinese rohes
turns heads
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I I as a figure from the past been spotted at a popular historical site? A few

days ago, Lai Po-fan, a psychology major at National Taiwan University,

caught everybody’s eye when he showed up in dark green Han Chinese
clothing at the ancient Longshan Temple in Changhua County’s Lugang Township.
Lai says that Han Chinese robes are the most beautiful example of Chinese heritage
and that he began wearing them three years ago in the hope of reflecting the Han
Chinese folk culture.

Why are you wearing an ancient costume? Are you Korean? Would you stop scar-
ing people? Where is your horse, sir? These are the most frequent questions and
reactions Lai receives from people when he is decked out in Han Chinese garb. He
usually smiles and tells people that he is not wearing an ancient costume, but the Han
Chinese outfit — the historical garment of the Han Chinese people. He says that the
most special features of Han Chinese attire are its right lapel and wide sleeves.

Lai says that one of the reasons why he wants to wear Han Chinese clothing is that
his relatives and friends complained it was a hassle to wear traditional bridal chaplets
and shawls at weddings. It was then that he started to research into the traditional garb
of the Han Chinese people. After going to university, he had a Han Chinese robe cus-
tom-made and has since worn it as a daily garment. He wears it when he rides a scooter,
goes to school, goes shopping, takes out garbage and even when he sleeps.

Lai recalled the first time he stepped out of his home in a complete set of Han Chi-
nese garments. “I was walking back and forth at the door before | finally decided to
leave the house key in the room. | shut the door and eventually walked out,” he said.
His family members at first found his behavior hard to believe and then advised him
to think it over carefully. Now they’re used to it.

Lai persisted in following the tradition by wearing a complete set of Han Chinese
clothing, including an inner garment and pants, although his hat and belt are the
products of modern times. He said that his neighbor was once scared by seeing him
wearing a Han Chinese robe. Lai even sleeps in a white inner garment. Once he was
woken up to take out the garbage, and he rushed downstairs before he could put on
a coat. His neighbor was speechless at the sight of him in a white robe.

“I view the traditional culture from the perspective of clothing,” said Lai. He says
history textbooks seldom mention the dressing of the ancients, so he wears Han Chi-
nese clothing to reflect Han Chinese culture, hoping more people will appreciate the
beauty of these ancient garments. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY THEODORE YANG)
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Lai Po-fan poses in Han Chinese clothing at Longshan Temple in Lugang Township in Changhua County on July 13.
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1. heritage /herttidg/ n.

B (yi2 chan3) * &4 (chuan2 tong3) * 85:& (ming4 yun4)

Bl: Stephanie is proud of her African heritage, and has read many books on the
subject.

(LBHRLEIIFBNHRS - AltinE S BIEERNELBHEEE )

2.reflect /rr'flekt/ v.

[SZBR (fan3 ying4)

Bl: The design of the building reflects the company’s corporate values.
CERBENRERIMER N TIEHEEIE )

3.garment /garmant/ n.

ARZE (fu2 zhuang')

fl: Terrance has been transferred to a garment factory in Thailand.
(FRimATER 2R EHIRERMIAE )

4. persist /pa‘sist/ v.

B35 (jlan1 chi2) » FHE (chi2 xud)

BI: The salesman persisted in asking me questions, even after | told him | was
busy.
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