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(ueen Elizabeth Il attends swan counting ceremony
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ueen Elizabeth Il watched for the first time as her
staff began the annual job of counting her swans.
The Seigneur Of The Swans — as she is known
during the historic Swan Upping ceremony — sailed up
the River Thames on a steamer to observe cygnets being
weighed and measured.

The 83-year-old monarch, on the British throne since
1952, owns all unmarked mute swans in open water in Brit-
ain, but had never watched the traditional custom before.

“Swan Upping” dates from the 12th century when the
crown claimed all the unowned mute swans in England to
ensure a supply of meat for banquets and feasts.

Although the royal family no longer eat the birds, the
ceremony has stood the test of time but is now done for
conservation purposes.

Queen Elizabeth only exercises her right of ownership
along certain stretches of the Thames and its tributaries.

Wearing an apricot outfit, the monarch sailed in the
steamer Alaska to watch the proceedings.

“The queen just seemed generally interested in every-
thing we were doing and asking questions about our work,”
said the sovereign’s swan marker, David Barber, who is in
charge of the annual census.

“Two hundred years ago there would have been a lot
more swans than there are today and conservation is much
more important now,” he said.

“Pollution and loss of habitats have affected the birds so
the job we do is vital to check on how they are doing.”

The swans face a variety of perils such as being shot, at-
tacked by dogs or getting caught up in fishing tackle.

The supply of swans to the royal household was once con-
sidered so important that in the 16th century anyone caught
stealing swan eggs could face a year in jail and a hefty fine.
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David Barber, the Queen’s swan marker, inspects a swan on the River
Thames (top left) and “Swan Uppers” sail on the River Thames during
the annual Swan Upping Census in Maidenhead, Berkshire on July 20,
2009. PHOTOS: AFP
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1.throne /eron/ n.
ZF (un1 wang2) * EI (wang2 weid)

BI: The heir to the throne has announced his plans to get married.

(EHERASHNEMIBISSTE )

2.banquet /bankwit/ n.
E2 (yan4 huid)

Bl: Jerry surprised everyone with the size of his wedding banquet.

(EERIEEHREBEBARKIC—FE )

3.vital /vartl/ adj
BB (ji2 zhong4 yao4 des)

B: It's vital that you record all the information accurately.
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purpose has changed.
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stand the test of time
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If something stands the test of time, it endures for a long time. The article says
that the swan upping ceremony has lasted for hundreds of years, even though its

Examples: “Freda and Doug'’s marriage has stood the test of time — they've been
married for almost 50 years,” or “When choosing a computer, make sure you pick
something that will stand the test of time.”
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