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New Zealand man spent a
“wretched” night in a Fiji jail af-

ter police raided his Freemasons
meeting when frightened residents sus-
pected witchcraft, the New Zealand Herald
reported.

The man, who did not wish to be iden-
tified, blamed “dopey village people” for
the raid on the island of Denerau in which
14 members of the Freemasons Lodge of
Lautoka were herded into police cars and
jailed for the night.

Police also seized lodge parapherna-
lia, including wands, compasses and a
skull.

The man told the Herald that Tuesday
night's meeting was “interrupted by a
banging on the door and there were these
village people and the police demanding
to be letin.”

Nothing sinister was going on but
“such is the nature of life in Fiji” they
were taken to a nearby police station and

hauled over the coals, he said.

The lodge secretary showed police a
copy of the permit allowing the meet-
ing, but was told the permit was not the
problem.

He said the group had to spend the
night locked up in conditions that were
hot and uncomfortable because “there
was nowhere to lie down.”

Police director of operations Waisea
Tabakau told Legend FM News in Fiji that
the group were being investigated for “al-
legedly practicing sorcery”, the Fiji Village
Web site reported.

The New Zealand man said that when
they were freed the following morning,
they were told their release was on the
orders of the prime minister’s office.

Freemasonry is a centuries-old, world-
wide fraternity which traditionally prac-
tices secret rituals. [ts members deny there
is anything pernicious about the rituals.
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Top: Nepalese witch doctors perform rituals in Patan, on the outskirts of Kathmandu, Nepal,
on Aug. 16, 2008. PHOTO: EPA
Left: A witch doctor stands on a pot during the procession of the carnival of Bonoua, 60km

south of Abidjan, Ivory Coast, on May 3, 2008. PHOTO: AP
E8: Z00NFN\B+B  gzeoREEERIBOmERTET - BE BT
£8: Z00/\FhR=B" £&2BFN0EE (LREHPVESELNTARR) RFESL  —(I
UgEiE—BEL - BF 2Rt

- TODAY:S WORDS /= HEA=

1.wretched /reffid/ adj.
BB (beil can3 des) » BHHBY (e4 lied deb)

Bl: Despite the wretched weather, we still had an awesome time on vacation.
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2. paraphernalia /parsfe'nelra/ n.
1B8EEYDGa (xiang1 guan1 wu4 pin3)

BlI: On searching the car, the police discovered a stash of drug paraphernalia.
(B EERIBMESR > FIRELRMBWRESTHE <)

3.sinister /‘sinistav/ adj.
RED (bu4 xiang2 deb)

Bl Sinister clouds gathered, threatening the crew of the ship.
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haul over the coals
BmESE

If someone is hauled over the coals they are severely reprimanded. In the article
the Freemasons were reprimanded for alleged witchcraft.

Examples: “If you're caught with a mobile phone in the exam hall, you can ex-
pect to be hauled over the coals,” or “The committee hauled the health minister
over the coals for the latest medical scandal.”
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