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olice in northern Bangladesh say they have arrested dozens of swindlers who
conned people out of money by calling them on mobile phones and pretend-
ing to be genies with supernatural powers.
“It has become an epidemic here,” said Farhad bin Imrul Kayes, police chief of
Gobindaganj district.
“In the last three months alone we have arrested 24 of these so-called ‘kings of
genies,’ some of whom have even become rich in just a year,” he told AFP.
The scammers would gather personal information about their victims beforehand,
call them and speak “in a tone similar to Arabic,” Kayes said.
Claiming to be genies who had descended from the sky, they would tell people to
send money to a specific location, threatening a family tragedy if they disobeyed.
“Many of the these cheats are illiterate but they are very smart,” said sub-inspec-
tor Abdun Nur, who led several clandestine operations against the fraudsters.
“During the phone talks, they would describe themselves as kings of genies who
recite Koranic verses, put the fear of God into their victims and pretend to know
some of their family secrets,” he said.
The police cracked down after receiving numerous complaints and used phone
taps to identify Gobindaganj district as the source of all the calls.
(AFP)
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Above left: People wait in line to get water at a Buddhist monastery in Dhaka, on April 28, 2009.

PHOTO: REUTERS
Above right: A Bangladeshi street beggar begs by writing his life history on a street in Dhaka on May 20,
2009. PHOTO: AP
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1. epidemic /epr'demik/ n.

AT (liu2 xing2)

%l Health officials are playing down reports of a flu epidemic.
(BEEBZEXCRIZACRIRRBAVERE - )

2.illiterate /r'Irtartt/ adj.

X EH (wen2 mang2 de5)

#l: The government has announced a scheme to help illiterate people find jobs.
(B S 3 —1BHEIN S TIFRETE <)

3.fraudster /frodste/ n.

SR (pian4 zi5)

#l: Leonard lost his savings to Internet fraudsters.
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put the fear of God into someone
FEAREIZE

Something that puts the fear of God into you, terrifies you. In the article, the victims were
terrified by the fraudsters’ threats.

Examples: “Last night’s earthquake put the fear of God into me,” or “The thought of
global warming puts the fear of God into me.”
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