BILINGUAL TIMES # %

ZTE 15

MONDAY, JULY 13, 2009

TAIPEI TIMES -

Putin follows Obama talks with “biker summit’
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talks with US President Barack Obama, some might
have expected Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin
to have spent the rest of the day in the office.

But not so for the increasingly multi-tasking Russian
strongman, who spent the afternoon in casual dress visit-
ing a Moscow motorbike club known as the “Night Wolves,”
television pictures showed.

Perhaps the transformation of Putin — whose varied
activities over the last months have ranged from scolding
oligarchs to singing Soviet-era songs at a school to touring a
supermarket — should be no surprise by now.

But still, there was a world of difference between the
besuited premier who met Obama for sensitive talks over a
working breakfast and the black-clad bike enthusiast who
surfaced later at the motorbike club.

Putin was received by a giant pony-tailed Russian biker
named Alexander Zaldostanov, who answers to the name of
“the surgeon” and is reportedly a legend in Russian biking
circles.

The prime minister admitted a rare mishap when he

I I aving started the morning with two hours of crucial

said he recently got on a motorbike “but ended up doing a
wheelie and going into another car. | let the clutch go too
much.”

“I hope that doesn’t put you off, it would be a shame if you
gave up the motorbike and left it in a garage,” boomed “the
surgeon,” towering over the diminutive Putin but reassur-
ing him that this was a common mistake.

The biking enthusiasts were about to set off for a major
bike festival in the Ukrainian Black Sea region of Crimea that
will be dedicated to Russia’s Crimea-based Black Sea fleet
and the victory over Nazi Germany. (AFP)
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Above: Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, right, and leader of
Nochniye Volki (the Night Wolves) biker group, Alexander Zaldostanov,
left, speak during Putin’s visit to the group’s club in Moscow, on July 7,

2009. PHOTO: AP
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1. transformation /trensfa’'mefon/ n.
88 (zhuan3 biand)

Bl: This part of town has undergone a complete transformation over the past

decade.
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2. enthusiast /in‘Gjuzr,est/ n.

BVRE (red zhong1 zhe3)

Bl | met a comic book enthusiast on the bus home.
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3. mishap /'mis,haep/ n.
BNBW (yi4 waid shi4 gud)

Bl: Pedro had a mishap with the superglue while he was repairing his glasses.
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4. diminutive /de’'minjetiv/ ad].
R/ \8Y (ai2 xiao3 deb)

$ll: Clara refused to let her diminutive stature hold her back.
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the afternoon.

ESRBHERIFEX
FEVEDBASERIFFE K
gl s MRS

a world of difference

There is a world of difference between things if they are very different. The article
states that there was a big difference between Putin’s clothing in the morning and

Examples: “There is a world of difference between today’s computer processing
power and that of five years ago,” or “There’s a world of difference between what
you told me in the morning and what you're telling me now.”
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