Polish customs take the sting out of scorpion package
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Above: This recent handout photo provided by the Polish customs office on July 1, 2009 shows scorpions discovered
by Polish customs agents in Warsaw in a package posted from Hong Kong. PHOTO: AFP
Below right: A man shows a scorpion he caught in a desert near Abu Simbel, southern Egypt on Feb. 19, 2009.
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Bl: A salesman intercepted me before | could get in the car.
(LB —BHERERIE - )

2.violate /vamlet/ V.

ER (wei2 fan3)

BI: Harold was fired for violating his company’s expenses policy.
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package posted from Hong Kong containing

39 scorpions — 32 of them still alive — ad-
dressed to a student in Poland’s south-western city
of Wroclaw.

The scorpions were in a small package purportedly
containing toys valued at 12 euros (US$17), according
to the customs declaration made for the parcel by the
sender, spokesperson for Customs Poland, Aldona
Wegrzynowicz told AFP.

“We usually check packages we have doubts about,
for example ones where the declared value does not
correspond with the declared content. This time we
had a hunch,” she said.

A vet called in by customs officials identified the
creatures as Mesobuthus martensii-type scorpions, a
moderately dangerous variety. Those which survived
the long journey will be placed in a zoo.

Police questioned the 24-year-old student to whom
the package was addressed. He admitted to an inter-
est in exotic animals and wanted to add the scorpions
to his collection.

He couldfaceafine of upto 50,000 zloty (US$15,905)
for having violated customs laws protecting ani-
mals. (AFP)

Polish customs officers have intercepted a




