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Time 1s money in Britain after Royal Mint error
PG WRRENEE TR RS B8

n error by the Royal Mint in Britain has
Aseen the issue of tens of thousands of

“dateless” 20 pence coins — driving
their value up to £50 (60 euros, US$80) each,
a collector said.

There are believed to be between 50,000
and 200,000 of the coins, worth 24 euro cents
or 33 US cents, in circulation, all of them miss-
ing the stamped 2009 date which was sup-
posed to appear on the back of the coin.

It was the first time an undated coin has
entered circulation in more than 300 years
— the last such error occurred in 1672 under
the reign of Charles II.

Describing the mistake as “incredibly rare”,
the Royal Mint — the institution responsible
for making Britain’s notes and coins — said
the error occurred last year during a redesign
of every denomination of coin.

The old 20 pence coin had the date on the
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front of the coin, but the updated version was
supposed to shift the date to the other side.

However, the coins were minted using
an old version of the side of the coin featur-
ing Queen Elizabeth II's head which does not
carry the year.

According to the London Mint Office, a
private company specializing in collectable
coins which has no link to the Royal Mint,
people who get handed the curious coins
in their change could be laughing all the
way to the bank. The company is now of-
fering anyone who has one of the dateless
coins the chance to cash in, and is willing to
pay up to 50 pounds.

Nick Hart, a spokesman for the London
Mint Office, said: “Mistakes like this not only
fascinate people but also have considerable
value and increase the significance (of the
coin).” (AFP)

Bl: The financial authorities are working hard to remove counterfeit currency from

circulation.
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Bl: What denomination would you like your change in?
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$5l: The coins were minted in 1983, and have been in circulation ever since.
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Top: An undated handout photo issued on
June 29, 2009 by public relations company
Watershed of dateless twenty pence coins
produced in error by Britain’s Royal Mint.
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laugh all the way to the bank
CRABRA R

If you are laughing all the way to the bank, you have made money easily. In the
article, people who obtain a dateless coin can make some easy money be selling it

to collectors.

Example: “Kelly has been laughing all the way to the bank ever since she quali-

fied as a lawyer.”
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