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Cut prices! Putin drops by on supermarket
HE B FE PR 28 B T BOR RS |

visit to a Moscow supermarket, instructing startled
managers to lower their prices, the press reported.

The visit appeared to be the latest in a series of media
stunts by Russia’s strongman to show the public that the
government is in control of a financial crisis that still shows
no sign of easing.

Putin broke off a formal meeting on the retail trade at
his offices to take the participants to a nearby branch of
the Perekrestok supermarket, one of Russia’s biggest retail
chains.

Striding around the aisles with top managers from the
company and food producers in tow, Putin asked why the
selling prices of goods were often so much higher than the
producer price.

“Why do your sausages cost 240 rubles (US$7.5)? Is that
normal?” Putin asked, according to the Kommersant daily.

“But these are high quality sausages,” replied the manag-
ing director of corporate relations for the X5 Retail Group
that owns Perekrestok, Yuri Kobaladze. “Look, these ones are
just 49 rubles.”

“Too expensive,” retorted Putin.

“No..." said Kobaladze, who is a former head of the public
relations department of foreign intelligence.

“I can show you your mark-up,” replied Putin, brandish-
ing a piece of paper and seemingly uninterested in the
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BI: The examinees were instructed to put down their pens and stop writing.
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#I: Hamish stormed into the room brandishing a copy of the contract.

(EARSTEERR @ KIESF LOSH) )

3.fairness /‘fernas/ n.
‘I1E (gong1 zheng4)

Bl: In the interests of fairness, players will be ranked according to their age.
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whys and wherefores.

“Look at this kind of sausage, your mark-up is 52
percent!”

Worse was to come when the prime minister moved on
to a cabinet with pork products, where Putin objected that
the supermarket had more than doubled the original price
of the goods.

“This is twice as much. Is this normal? It's very high,” said
Putin.

“Tomorrow we will cut the price,” promised Kobaladze.

Back at the meeting at the government offices, Putin said
a better balance had to be found between producers, retail-
ers and consumers in the industry.

“Only then can we achieve social fairness,” he said ac-
cording to Interfax. (AFP)
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Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, second right, flanked by First
Deputy Prime Minister Viktor Zubkov, right, looks at dairy products
on display at the “Perekrestok” supermarket in Moscow, on June 24,
2009. PHOTO: AP
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whys and wherefores
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The whys and wherefores of a situation are the reasons behind it. In the article, Putin
seemed uninterested in the reasons behind the apparently high price of sausages.
Examples: “I'm not interested in the whys and wherefores. Just tell me who you gave
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