TUESDAY,

allabies are getting “as high as a kite” on opium in Austral-
Wian poppy fields and flattening crops as they hop round in
circles, it was reported.

The marsupials, which look like small kangaroos, have been get-
ting into medical opium crops in the southern island state of Tasmania
and chewing on the plant’s intoxicating heads, state officials said.

“We have a problem with wallabies entering poppy fields, getting
as high as a kite and going around in circles,” state attorney-general
Lara Giddings told a parliamentary estimates hearing.

“Then they crash. We see crop circles in the poppy industry from
wallabies that are high,” local media reported Ms Giddings as saying.

Tasmania is the world's largest producer of legally-grown opium
for the pharmaceutical market, with about 500 farms supplying ap-
proximately 50 percent of the raw material for morphine and other
opiate drugs.

Livestock and other animals, such as deer and sheep, which eat
the plants had also been seen acting “weird,” industry spokesman Rick
Rockliff said.

“There have been many stories about sheep that have eaten some
of the poppies after harvesting and they all walk around in circles,”
he said. (AFP)
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Top: Under the watch of US armed forces, Afghan men harvest opium in a poppy field in a village in the Golestan district
of Farah province on May 5, 2009.
Left: In this undated photo provided by Wirrimbirra Flora and Fauna Sanctuary, a red neck wallaby stands in an enclo-
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sure on the grounds of the sanctuary in Bargo, Australia. PHOTO: AP
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1. marsupial /mar'sjupmsl/ n.

BXREY) (you3 dai4 dong4 wud)

#l: Most marsupials are native to Australia, but a small number can be found in Asia.
(REPDBVEREPEREFIRN - BRI EIR—/EMD )

2.livestock /latv,stak/ n.
K& (jial chud)

Bl: The livestock market has barely been affected by the recent economic downturn.

(REemEE T RERETRICERENTE )

3. harvest /‘harvist/ .

W& (shoul gel)

Bl: The crops were harvested after a dry summer, resulting in a low yield.
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as high as a kite
SImARIL

Somebody who is as high as a kite is intoxicated, either on alcohol or drugs. In the article

the wallabies were intoxicated after eating the poppy heads.

Examples: “According to the police, both the thieves were as high as kites when they
perpetrated the crime,” or “Eugene got into a serious road accident last night. | heard he

was as high as a kite at the time.”
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