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Kids playing ‘nuclear reactor prompt erman police alert
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o six-year-old boys pretending to have built a mini

I nuclear power plant prompted German police and

the fire brigade to clear their street, authorities said.

The schoolchildren in the western town of Oelde had built
the nuclear reactor mock-up out of a computer casing and
taped a “radioactivity warning” they had printed out from the
Internet on its side.

“When the boys returned to their ‘nuclear power plant’
from a brief stop at home they were sent away again as the
area and a wide radius around it had been cleared and
blocked off,” police said in a statement.

Residents were ordered not to leave their homes and fire-
fighters tested for a radioactive leak.

The boys’ parents were in the dark about their offspring’s
exploits and thought the fire department was conducting a
drill until they read about the operation online and what led
to it. They reported to the police station and explained their
six-year-olds had not managed to build an actual nuclear
reactor. (AFP)
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Top: Fake toxic waste thrown in a fountain by supporters of the “Europe Ecologie” party, on April 24, 2008 in
Lyon, France, two days before the anniversary of the 1986 Chernobyl disaster, the world’s worst nuclear power

disaster.
Left: Activists of the National Ecological Center protest against construction of the new nuclear power reactors
in Ukraine in front of the Ministry of Fuel and Energy in Kiev on April 26, 2008. PHOTOS: AFP
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1.nuclear /njuklra/ adj.
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#l: Many voters have serious misgivings about the use of nuclear power. in the dark
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2.radius /'rediss/ n.
S (ban4 jing4 fan4 wei2) ' You are in the dark about something if you know nothing about it. In the
Bil: Residents living within a Tkm "ﬁdlUS of the farm were evacuated. article, the boys’ parents had no idea that their kids were the cause of the
CEEERIBIHE—ARENBREWARS <) disturbance.

. . Examples: “Linda is totally in the dark about how to operate her com-
3.radioactive /redro’zktiv/ ad. puter,” or “l have no idea why head office are keeping us in the dark about
FREIERY (fang4 she4 xing4 de5) this.”

Bl: No radioactive material was found on the ship.
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BI: We usually hold our annual fire drill during the summer.
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