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Sanskrit and Buddhist tattoos offer hope in tough times
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n these tough times, tattoo parlors have experi-

enced a huge increase in the number of people

asking for tattoos of religious symbols. Because
of the lackluster economy and the bad job market
of late, there has been a 20 percent increase in the
number of people requesting tattoos of Tibetan
Buddhist, Sanskrit and other Buddhist symbols. At
the same time, many young people have chosen
to get their tattoos removed to aid them in gaining
employment.

The “tattoo street” in Taipei City's Ximending
district has had many people recently asking for tat-
toos of religious symbols in the hope of changing
their luck for the better. Kevin, the boss of a tattoo
studio, says that there are certain tattoo designs that
people can get done during slack economic times,
with the Six Syllable Mantra (Om mani padme hum)
written in Sanskrit, mantras from the Diamond Sutra
and Guardian Deities that represent different star
signs and animals of the zodiac in Tibetan Buddhism
all being popular.

Kevin said that people who request tattoos of

religious symbols are on average older and aged in
the 25 to 30 age group with some of them having
specific religious beliefs. Kevin said that the majority
of them get tattoos in the hope of turning their luck
around because they are experiencing hard times
and having trouble finding a job. He also said that a
young person once wanted to have the characters
for “luck” and a mantra designed into one pattern
for a tattoo in the hope of gaining better luck for
wealth and fortune. Kevin has a tattoo of the aus-
picious Tibetan Buddhist symbol of a parasol tat-
tooed on his arm and believes that the tattoo helps
and protects him and that it is up to each individual
if they want to believe in the tattoos or not.

A tattooist at a tattoo parlor in Zhonghe said
that the slack economy is a factor that influences
people’s willingness to get tattoos and that there
has been a recent increase in the number of people
getting their tattoos removed to make it easier for
them to find employment. The tattooist said that in
the past, people got tattoos removed because they
did not like them or because they broke up with
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TODAY'S WORDS

1. lackluster /lzk,laste-/
A RBY (wu2 shengl qi4 des)
Bl: Michael was criticized for his lackluster performances on the soccer field.
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their boyfriend or girlfriend but that people are now
getting them removed to avoid giving employers a
bad impression.

Sheng-hen, a tattooist at another tattoo parlor
said that those who are worried about giving their
employers a bad impression can choose to get tat-
toos done in areas that are easily covered up by
clothing. He also suggested that people think twice
before getting a tattoo so they do not regret it
further on down the road and get left with hefty
tattoo removal costs.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)

Above left: A man shows off a tattoo of the Six Syllable Man-
tra (Om mani padme hum) written in Sanskrit on his back
earlier last month.

Above right: A man shows a recently inked tattoo of the
Chinese character for luck surrounded by auspicious Sanskrit
symbols earlier last month. PHOTOS: CHIU SHAQ-WEN, LIBERTY TIMES
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adj.

2. auspicious />'spifas/ adj.
SIKBY (ji2 zhao4 deb)
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il: According to the lunar calendar, this could be an auspicious time to ask your boss

for a raise.
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3. hefty /hefty  adj.

&0 (zhong4 de5)
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Bl: Jenny was saddled with a hefty credit card bill after her weekend in Macau.
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