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Rome auctions off top cemetery lots
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is anything to go by.
The most expensive burial ground in the city’s prized Verano cemetery is on
offer for 312,629 euros — the price of a modest apartment — before tax.

Like living real estate, the plot is described as being of “classical style, in brick
and slate-roofed, with decorative elements in (white) travertine rock and Cararre
marble,” according to the write-up in brochures.

The tombs, one of which can hold up to 28 coffins, can be viewed via Google
Earth with pictures placed on the Web site www.amaroma.it

Future inhabitants will become neighbors of such luminaries as actor Mar-
cello Mastroianni, writer Alberto Moravia or other cinematic figures in Roberto Ros-
sellini and Luchino Visconti.

Rome mayor Gianni Alamanno hopes to raise 2.5 million euros from the sell-off
of tombs whose owners are no longer known, are empty or are threatened with
collapse, and offers a 75-year lease.

The auction is due to end on July 24. (AFP)

The price of dying is going up in Rome, if a city auction of prime cemetery lots
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1. decorative /dekarstrv/ ad.
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Bl The vases are for decorative purposes only. Please don't put
anything in them.
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2.inhabitant /in‘habatont/ n.

A write-up is a written report or review, for example
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Caretakers at the Florida National Cemetery line up headstones next to a grave for a re-intern-

ment on Nov. 10, 2008 in Bushnell, Florida. PHOTO: AFP
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Jeremy: Have you figured out where to go on
vacation yet?

Jonah: Not yet. But I've got a few ideas.
Jeremy: For example?

Jonah: I've found a great location in Okinawa.
According to the brochure write-up, it's like
paradise on earth.

write-up

BE (ju1 min2)

Bl: The previous inhabitants of this property left it in an awful
condition.
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3.luminary /luma,ner/ n.

BA (ming2 ren2)

BI: Luminaries from the world of art appeared at the gallery
opening.
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4. lease /lis/ n.

HE (zul lin4)

Bl: The property is available on a five-year lease.
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in a newspaper or magazine. It can sometimes be used
to specifically refer to a positive account in a company
brochure.

Examples: “I'm waiting to read a newspaper write-up
about that new Thai restaurant before | visit,” or “Have
you read the write-up of last night’'s game? It sounded
really exciting!”
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Jeremy: Well, don't take the brochure too liter-
ally. I'm sure there’ll be some imperfections.
Jonah: You're probably right. But it looks great!
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