SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2009

n this poor economic climate, em-

ployees are suffering even more an-

noyances than usual at work. Night
markets and Web sites have caught the
mood by offering “tread-on-the-rascal”
socks with a human shape and the word
“rascal” printed on the soles. Now you
can trample on whomever or whatever is
ticking you off. You can let off steam and
have fun while you're doing it. A lot of of-
fice workers are making group purchases
of several dozen pairs in one go, and
some people say they would like socks
with pictures of their boss or ex-boy- or
girlfriend on the bottom.

With summer approaching, these
short socks are now hot sellers. Whoever
it is that’s got you riled, you can picture
that person and get your own back by
treading on them as you walk down the
street. It's a clever idea and you can't
help smiling.

A vendor peddling socks in Taipei's
Shida Road night market says sock sellers
owe thanks to actor-singer Show Lo, also
known as “Piglet.” Not long ago, Lo was
accused of buying his way up the charts.
Many fans spoke out in his support and
someone sent him some “tread-on-the-
rascal” socks to change his luck and get

rid of his pesky accusers. Lo wore the
socks in public and thanked his fans for
their support, boosting sales of the anti-
rogue socks. On-line enquiries shot up
and night-market sales took off.

A certain Ms. Shen of Taipei has been
having a rough time at work recently.
She has the feeling her boss is always
trying to make trouble for her, so she
bought a pair of the socks to get rid of
her rotten luck. “I don't know if they re-
ally work, but at least it helps me let off
steam,” she says. A Ms. Lin, who made a
group purchase of anti-rascal socks with
some friends, says “It's fun - that's the
main point, even if there’s no one in par-
ticular annoying you.”

Some suppliers have turned their
minds to politics and had the idea of
printing politicians onto the soles of the
socks so you can trample the ones you
don't like — maybe former president
Chen Shui-bian, for example, or the in-
cumbent, Ma Ying-jeou. We also spoke
to “Jane,” who recently split up with her
boyfriend. She says she wants her ex's
name embroidered on the soles of her
socks so she can give the two-timing
cheat a good treading underfoot.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)

/N N BRIE 75

B f0E ITF TRRJ $BilZ » SKEHERL ERIT—R NEROARL » BREDB 1
TIRDAL TEOAE  BRRERENE » BR2GF0ARER - A CYIE—REES
&I BEARLEINEREENBSLRARNESE

BRI SEEMABRENE » BHAK  INVEBREDBBA > EBSHETRR  BIRD
ANFH °

SICHENKEBIRERTH/NIRER - FBEA 138 BEHELH - TRISRAIBIEERE - N
REEDR IR TERDAR] oG8 - BBENA > BEHFLARZ EREILEE - Wiz
BRNARR ) KERADS - 18IS CSORIERIE - Rt EZIiHH0L -

ST NESRITENRL - BEZRELME - & TBRIAR Z5E : iR : [N
BHZEA  EIRYLURRIEKE - | SNEE [BROAR] OOMIESR © MISIBMIES

RVEHENAESE -
BEBRHBFECSAY L - BRBESADNBERIERE - B [E5RR)
BERISROFHNSRFEERERM LAISROBT » BAOKKEINE -

C TRB) 2R
(EHEHRCENBE)

Top: A Taipei office worker shows off his socks with human figures and the word “rascal” printed on
the soles on June 8. PHOTO: CHIU SHAQ-WEN, TAIPEI TIMES
Left: Pop idol Show Lo puts his hand on his heart at a concert on Jan. 22 as he swears he did not pay
for placement in record charts. PHOTO: HU SHUN-HSIANG, TAIPEI TIMES
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