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is set to establish the nation’s first ever unmanned mi-
cro library which will provide MRT commuters with 1,500
books that they can borrow free of charge. A fully automated
management system will allow commuters to take the books
back home for free by simply inserting their | Pass cards into a
device. This new system will greatly increase reading pleasure for
MRT commuters.

The unmanned micro library will use a Radio Frequency Iden-
tification (RFID) system and a book management program that
was solely developed by Taiwanese companies. A fully automatic
bookshelf will be divided into 32 separate shelves with each shelf
containing 50 books. The books will be sorted by number on
each shelf after each book has had a chip inserted into it.

Director of Kaohsiung Public Library Shih Tsun-fu says that this
unmanned micro library system will be a smart library and that
commuters will be able to insert their MRT | Pass cards into the
system. Their cards will then be read by the system and commut-
ers will be able to use a touchscreen to choose which shelf the
books they wish to borrow are on. Once this has been done, the
bookshelf will automatically open and when the commuters take
the books, a scanner at the back of the bookshelf will automati-
cally sense which book has been borrowed. Receipts showing
that a book has been borrowed can then be printed out.

The fully automated library will be set up in the pathways of
entrances two and three of the Central Park Station before the
end of June. The total cost for the equipment is NT$3.8 million.

Those who hold Kaohsiung MRT | Pass cards will also be able to
borrow and return books at a total of thirteen libraries.

Shih said that the automated system at Central Park Station
will be a true unmanned library, unlike the library at Taipei City’s
Ximen MRT station, which is promoted as an unmanned library,
but in actual fact has managerial staff that organizes the book col-
lection at fixed times. Shih also said that the system at Ximending
does not have automated management that is carried out by fully
automatic devices. He added that the special MRT library cards in
Taipei City are incorporated with bankcards, which makes some
people worry about the safety of their bankcards and means that
use of the system in Taipei is not so widespread.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)

Kaohsiung’s Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) Central Park Station
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Above: An advertisement placard inside the Kaohsiung MRT system shows off the new, fully automated unmanned micro library.

Below: A woman uses the Kaohsiung Mass Rapid Transit (MRT) | Pass card earlier this month in a trial run of the unmanned micro library system.
PHOTOS: YANG CHING-CHING, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. establish /s'stebly/ v.

5217 (she4 li4)

Bl: The mayor has decided to establish a recycling depot downtown.
(MREREAEHDPINRII—RERENIS )

2.unmanned /An‘'mand/ adj.

A B (wu2 ren2 des)

Bl: The military is working on an unmanned aircraft.
(FEFSLEEHSEEARE - )

3.commuter /ko'mjuta/ n.

BE)S (tongl qin2 zhe3)

Bl This coffee shop is usually full of commuters in the morning.
CERMBHRSR CEEmEmEK )

4. widespread /‘waid,spred/ adj.

L®HY (pu3 pian4 des)

Bl: The flu announcement caused widespread panic.
(MRS HSEHRR B BRI <)

o libranies in MRT stations
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