14 #:Z# % BILINGUAL TIMES

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2009 + TAIPEI TIMES

TT-980616-P14-IB.indd 1

Obama signs note for girl who played hooky to see him
LHPER B SIR R

ably the best excuse in the world to skip school, espe-

cially if he then personally writes your teacher a note.

President Barack Obama, who has two girls, swiftly sought

to help a fellow dad out of a dilemma when he discovered

John Corpus had brought his daughter to see him at a public
meeting in Wisconsin, instead of taking her to school.

“I am fortunate enough to be here with my 10-year-old
daughter, who is missing her last day of school for this. I hope
she doesn't get in trouble,” Corpus told the president.

“Oh, no,” replied Obama, all ears.

“Yes,” came the reply.

“Do you need me to write a note?” asked the president.

“I'll take you up on that, actually, Mr. President.”

“Allright. Go ahead. I'll start writing it now,” replied Obama.
“What's her name?”

“John Corpus,” replied the startled father. “No, her,” Obama
corrected him.

Corpus then tried to pose his question at the town hall
meeting in Green Bay, when Obama interrupted him, say-

Q visit to see the president of the United States is prob-

ing “No, no, I'm serious. What's your daughter’s name?”

“Her name is Kennedy,” the bemused Corpus said.
“Kennedy. All right. That's a cool name,” replied Obama.

A few minutes later Kennedy made her way through the
crowd to receive her note from Obama written as the presi-
dent was listening to her father’s question about healthcare

reform. (AFP)
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Top left: US President Barack Obama hands a ‘get out of school’ note
to Kennedy Corpus at a town hall-style meeting where he came to
pitch his healthcare reform plan at Green Bay Southwest High School
in Green Bay, Wisconsin, on June 11, 2009. PHOTO: EPA
Top right: Kennedy Corpus, 10, holds a note President Barack Obama
gave to her after learning she was missing her last day of school, on
June 11, 2009. PHOTO: AP
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1.dilemma /ds'lems/ n.

ERMEE (jind tui4 liang3 nan2) * BT (kun4 jing4)

Bl Richie is facing a dilemma about where to go to college.
(HF BN RIEMPAIAZHIMERIE - )

2. interrupt /,intsa'rapt/ v.
$TER (da3 duan4)

BI: The meeting was interrupted by a loud noise outside the office.

(SERSNOWFEZTTE -)

3. bemused /br'mjuzd/ adj.

WEKBY (kund huo4 des)

Bl: Josh’s incoherent speech left the audience bemused.
(BFTRIFIEN BB RIBS—EHEN )

4. reform /,ri'form/ n.

& (gai3 ge2)

Bl: I'm going to attend a conference about welfare reform.
(HERBEFE BRI BANNZHEE )
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all ears
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Somebody who is all ears is very attentive and
listening carefully. In the article, Obama was all ears
when the man explained his situation.

Examples: “When Justine started talking about
her adventures in South America, we were all ears,”
or “The announcer talks very fast, so make sure
you're all ears or you'll miss what he says.”
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Roger: So, have you ever been diving before?

Harriett: No, | haven't. But it looks straightforward to me.
Roger: Actually it's quite hard — and it can be dangerous.
Harriett: Yeah, sure.

Roger: You have to remember to check your oxygen level
regularly or you could get into trouble.

Harriett: Uh-huh.

Roger: Are you listening to me?

Harriett: Yes, | am. Carry on, I'm all ears.
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