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Flying fish successfully protected, Lanyu culture survives
ST Y PR fa AL A

Above: A man takes down dried fly fish on Lanyu on June 3.

Below: Residents of Lanyu Township in Taitung County portion out their catch on June 3.  PHOTOS: CHANG TSUN-WEI, TAIPEI TIMES
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TODAY'S WORDS SEIE=

1.restriction /rr'strikfon/ n.

BRI (xian4 zhid)

Bl: The council wants to place a restriction on the number of vehicles each resident is allowed
to own.

(FESITERTEB/NIBRUECHHENBHE <)

2. conflict /kanflikt/ n.

&2= (chongl tu2)

#l: Competition for scarce resources is a common source of conflict.
(BRERNPESSENEFRRIR )

and the county government has announced that

the restrictions to the operations of large fishing
boats and the protection of the flying fish culture have
been successful and resulted in large catches of thou-
sands of fish for all tribes. Sticking to the principle of shar-
ing, township residents divided the catch equally to every
household. The majestic sight of flying fish put up to dry
reappeared and the ocean culture of Lanyu could go on.

Ten years ago, Pingtung County developed a flying
fish tourism industry. Many large fishing boats from other
counties and cities moved into the waters of Lanyu to
catch flying fish, thousands in each catch. The small en-
gine driven fishing boats and traditional boats of Lanyu
residents could not get to the fish, causing safety con-
cerns and much conflict.

In 2005, the county government announced a ban
on engine-driven fishing boats over 10 tonnes to enter
a zone of six nautical miles from the shores of Lanyu
between February and July every year, as well as bans
on the use of drift gill nets and driving-in nets. Last year,
it adjusted the limit to three nautical miles, and fishing
boats from Pingtung County no longer caught flying fish
off Lanyu.

Lanyu Township Councilor Chiang To-li says that at
times, as many as eight or nine fishing boats from other
places could appear at the same time, while old people
going out in traditional boats only caught eight flying
fish from dawn to noon. One household might only get
several dozen flying fish during a full season. Now that
the county government has announced its protection of
flying fish, every tribal member gets a big catch. On one
fishing trip, they might catch upward of a thousand fish.
Following the principle of sharing, some are given to rela-
tives and friends, or widows who cannot go fishing. The
majestic view of hundreds of rows of drying flying fish can
now be seen again.

Chiang says that although everyone kills, scales and
dries flying fish till their arms ache, they are happy to do
so. With every step done according to tradition, the flying
fish culture can continue to exist.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)

The flying fish season in Lanyu Township is ending,
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