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Extinct and expensive: dinosaurs on sale in NY

1R 5

lens of millions of years have passed since they

roamed Earth, but two dinosaurs rampaged

through a New York auction house last week, sell-
ing at near double the pre-sale estimates.

A giant Triceratops skull — 1.7m long and with eye
sockets the size of dinner plates — sold at Bonhams’
Natural History auction for US$242,000.

A skull from an Alioramus remotus, cousin of the noto-
riously fierce T-Rex, went for US$206,000.

The skull, bristling with long teeth, was tiny compared
to the gaping Triceratops head, but sold at a premium
because of its rarity, said Bonhams’ spokeswoman Staci
Smith.

The two skulls had been estimated to go for between
US$120,000-US$125,000 and US$120,000-US$140,000
respectively.

Smith said typical buyers for pricey bones often in-
clude private collectors looking to spruce up their
home decor.

“The Triceratops skull, it actually looks lovely. It looks
like a sculpture,” Smith said.

There is a hitch, though.

“You'd have to have an extremely large living room.”
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Top: A man inspects the mandibles of a 12m-long Lessemsaurus dinosaur at the Lokschuppen exhibi-
tion hall in Rosenheim, southern Germany, on April 8, 2009. PHOTO: AFP
Left: Children touch a model Brachiosaurus dinosaur at Stage One in Tockwith, northern England on
May 21, 2009. The Walking with Dinosaurs arena tour is rehearsing at the North Yorkshire site before
touring Britain in July 2009. PHOTO: REUTERS
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1.roam /rom/ v.

232 (man4 you?)

#l: Raymond spends his days off work roaming around the park.
(BERMBRETSRAREE )

2.fierce /Mrs/ ad].

YIEBY (xiong1 meng3 de5)

#l: We encountered some fierce animals on the safari.
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3. premium RprimXXm/ n.

S8 (gaol jia4)

Bl: Davis was prepared to pay a premium to get tickets for the
opera.
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4. hitch /h n.

VR (xiao3 wen4 ti2)

Bl: An administrative hitch delayed the sale of the property.
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Fabian: You won't believe what just happened to me.
Sprice up Cathy: Try me. What happened?
=1t Fabian: My cat has scratched my mother’s favorite sofa. It's

totally ruined.

Cathy: So what are you going to do about it?

Fabian: I'll have to repair the sofa.

Cathy: Why don’t you just buy a new one. It's about time you
spruced up the house a little bit.

Fabian: That would be a great idea — if | could afford it!
Cathy: Sorry, | didn’t think about that.

If something gets spruced up, it becomes smarter
or more attractive. The phrase originates in the 17th
century, when a spruce jacket was an expensive kind
of leather jacket.

Examples: “We've decided to spruce up our kitchen
with some new paintings,” or “l think it's about time we

spruced up the fiving room. BLLE? « (RS REEIBIE S (S -
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