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21st Century Shark
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warm waters around the world
I na cold-blooded killer hunts its
victims. Mysterious in its move-
ments, ferocious and feared, the ter-
rifying tiger shark is distinctive in its dark
stripes. They can slip past our defenses
to savage us. Highly-adaptable hunters,
they swallow up whatever they can catch.
Even turtle shell is no defense against
powerful jaws and saw-edged teeth. But
are these secretive monsters as preda-
tory as they seem? And with shark num-
bers dropping, can they survive in the
21st century? The world around sharks
is changing at a growing pace, devastat-
ing the way they have lived for millennia.
Sea temperatures are rising, fish stocks
disappearing; breeding habitats vanish
overnight.
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Coconuts kill 25 people a year. Sharks
kill about 10 people a year. A bite pres-
sure of three tonnes per square centime-
ter allows voracious tiger sharks to tackle
almost anything. Many of those items
are not digestible, things like plastic bags
and tin cans.
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The lone adults may appear sluggish,
but they can hit over 30km per hour
in bursts. Ragged-tooth sharks hide in
caves, taking refuge from strong currents.
They gulp air into their stomachs at the
surface — below, this added buoyancy
allows them to remain almost motion-
less. Despite their fearsome teeth, they
are rarely aggressive to divers, hunting
calmer regions for fish.
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Tiger sharks are on the IUCN red list
of species at risk, which could be key to
saving them. The mighty tiger shark has
been a hunter for 60 million years, but
is now facing a rapidly-altering world.
Pursued for sport and meat, drowned in
safety nets and killed in their thousands
by commercial fishing. Close-up these
great ocean-going fish no longer appear
mere killing machines, but solitary scav-
engers struggling to survive. Now they
are in a new race against time — change
is needed or they will be swept aside by
forces beyond their control.
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Above: A blacktip shark in the
Aliwal Shoal, South Africa.
Left: Tiger sharks in the Aliwal
Shoal, South Africa.
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Above and right: Tiger shark research near the Bimini Islands, Bahamas.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CHANNEL
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1. ferocious /fiRroXXs/ adj.
HWIZBY (xong1 meng3 deb)

2. predatory /Rpr¥d®,torX/ adj.

DB EARENDARELR (yi2 bu3 shi2 gi2

tal dong4 wu4 wei2 sheng1 de5) »
RED (ued duo2 des)

3. sluggish /RsRgKR/ ad].
#BEIEY (lan3 san4 deb)

4. motionless /XmoX®nIXs/ adj.
REHBY (bu2 dong4 des)
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5. commercial /KEMEXKI/ ad.
BEED (shang ye4 deb)

6. solitary /RsRIXtRX/ adj.
588 (dan1 du2 deb)



