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Jazz for the musicians … but for the masses, too 
By�DAvID�ChEN
Staff RepoRteR

When jazz musicians describe their songs for 
an upcoming performance as “challenging,” the 
alarm bells are likely to go off for casual listeners.  

But there’s no need to worry with the Dan 
Perkins Quartet, which plays at Sappho on 
Tuesday. Bandmembers say their challenge will 
be to present music that is interesting for both 
the musicians and the audience. 

For US saxophonist Dan Perkins, who 
was based in Southern California but is in 
the process of moving to Japan, this means 
choosing songs with a variety of grooves 
ranging from ballads to funk, and genres 
spanning modern jazz to pop.

“The thing I’m afraid of is the audience 
being bored. I don’t want them to be bored,” 
said Perkins in an interview after a rehearsal 
in Xindian.

While the 37-year-old is thoroughly immersed 

in the jazz world — he just completed his 
master’s degree in jazz performance at 
the California Institute of the Arts and has 
studied with accomplished musicians such as 
saxophonist Ernie Watts and drummer Joe La 
Barbera — he still tries to be mindful of the other 
half of the equation in music: the listener.

“Sometimes, players, we get caught up in 
our own world, and we don’t consider: if I was 
an audience member would I be enjoying this? 
I know jazz is a player’s music, but I also have 
to consider what my audience is thinking, and 
would they find this interesting,” he said.

The quartet will be playing songs with more 
intricate arrangements as opposed to the typical 
run of standards conducive to freeform jamming. 
Selections include McCoy Tyner’s My Love, 

Effendi, Medeski, Martin and Wood’s Wiggly’s 
Way and the Beatles’ Across the Universe.

In a nod to local audiences, the quartet also 
plans to perform a few well-known numbers, 
The Moon Represents My Heart (月亮代表我的心) 
and I Only Care About You (我只在你) — songs 
made famous by the late, revered singer Teresa 
Deng (鄧麗君). 

The Mando-pop tunes were chosen by 
Perkins’ friend and college classmate, Chris 
Stiles, a trombonist and pianist who has been 
based in Taipei for five years. Stiles and the 
drummer from his own group, the Chris Stiles 
Trio, are serving as Perkins’ backing band.

Stiles, an Arizona native who also plays 
piano for Brown Sugar’s house band, says he 
often includes songs Taiwanese know in his 
shows. Luring audiences in with a familiar 
melody, he says, can go a long way in educating 
audiences new to jazz.

“Something just as simple as explaining that 

we’re going to play [a Chinese song], we’re 
going to play the melody — something as simple 
as that can help turn a light on,” he said.

Naturally, the quartet’s show on Tuesday 
won’t be a note-for-note rehash of Teresa 
Deng’s best. Their version of The Moon 
Represents My Heart obliges the original 
melody but has a “floating” feeling with “lots of 
cymbals,” said Stiles.

“It feels more freeing,” he said. “We’re not 
bound by regular rules or structure. But ... 
adding those jazz harmonies, to me, makes it 
sound more sentimental.” 

Joining Perkins and Stiles will be Taipei-
based drummer Ed Schaefer and bassist Martijn 
van Buel.

Dan Perkins Quartet plays Sappho de Base, 
B1, 1, Ln 102, Anhe Rd Sec 1, Taipei City (台北市
安和路一段102巷1號B1) on Tuesday at 10pm. Call 
(02) 2700-05411 or visit www.sappho102.biz for 
more information. Cover charge is NT$200.

Sand sculptures at the 2009 Fulong Sand Sculpture Festival are rich 
in detail. Hello Kitty, above, relaxes on the beach.

The fine, golden sands of Fulong make it ideal for detailed sand 
sculpting. Sculptor Hsieh Chi-chun, above, stands in front of his 
creation, a rabbit/mermaid hybrid.

Wang Chien-ming of the New York Yankees strikes out a batter. Many of the sand sculptures at the 2009 Fulong Sand Sculpture Festival 
loom over beachgoers. A family, above, works on an octopus sculpture 
in the festival’s do-it-yourself section. Photos: Catherine shu, taiPei times

US jazz saxophonist Dan Perkins performs with his Taipei-
based quartet at Sappho De Base on Tuesday.
 Photo Courtesy of Dan Perkins anD Chris stiles

Mr Sandman can’t top this
The 2009 Fulong Sand Sculpture Festival brings ephemeral artwork to the golden beach

By�CAthERINE�ShU
Staff RepoRteR

For the next three weeks, visitors to Fulong Beach can marvel at the artistic and 
technical wonders that can be molded from a heap of soggy sand. The 2009 

Fulong Sand Sculpture Festival, which opened last Saturday and runs until June 28, 
is free with admission to the beach for NT$90 (NT$70 for students) and features 27 
large sculptures that range from the cute to the haunting. A wide-eyed Hello Kitty 
and a smug-looking Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle stand near a rendition of Matsu, the 
goddess of the sea, which seems to gaze serenely upon the beachgoers. 

This year’s sculptures are grouped into three themes: The Three-Dimensional World, 
or cultural, religious and pop icons ranging from Buddha to baseball player 
Wang Chien-ming (王建民) rendered in sand form, The Fortuitous Meeting 
of Sea and Land, or creatures melded in unlikely surf-and-turf combinations 
like a sheep/lobster hybrid, and a series of sculptures based on “the peculiar 
scenery of the northeast coast” of Taiwan. 

Attendees can work on their own masterpiece at a sand-sculpting 
area, where hoses are on hand to help dampen sand to maximum molding 
condition. People who don’t want to get their hands dirty can stroll through 
an easy-to-navigate maze, the walls of which are covered in sculpted sea 
creatures. Organizers hope the interactive nature of this year’s festival will 
boost attendance numbers past last year’s estimated 50,000 visitors. 

Chi-chun Hsieh (謝啟駿) was on the beach during the festival’s Saturday 
afternoon opening, touching up the sculpture he made with fellow sculptor 
Yang Ming-dang (楊明堂). Hsieh, a Keelung-based graphic designer and art 
teacher who is participating in the festival for the second time this year, 
explained how a sand sculpture is made as he gently patted and smoothed 
the base of his creation in front of curious beachcombers.

First, a large wooden structure is hammered together that serves as the 
mold into which damp sand is shoveled and packed until hard. The casing 
is removed just one day before the festival opens, after which the sculptors 
add detail by hand and carefully sprinkle the top layer of sand with water 
before brushing on a white biodegradable liquid that resembles resin. The 

wet sand hardens into a shell that protects the sand underneath it from the elements. 
Each sculpture takes about three weeks to make and will last for two or three months 
before it erodes completely and fades back into the golden sands of Fulong Beach. 

Hsieh says that sand sculpting is both a novel experience for him and something that, 
despite its ephemeral nature, he believes inspires appreciation for art among the public. 

“Five years ago there weren’t sand sculpture festivals at the scale there are now. 
I’ve always been an artist, but this is something that is new to me and an art form that 
people really appreciate,” says Hsieh.

ExPloriNg FUloNg:
» When you are done checking out the sand 
sculptures, explore the rest of Fulong, which is famous 
for its soft, golden sand and as the location of the Ho-
Hai-Yan Rock Festival (海洋音樂祭) each summer. 
Fulong Beach is on Provincial Highway No. 2, also known 
as the Coastal Highway. From Taipei Main Station, take 
Taiwan Rail’s Eastern Line to Fulong Station. The trip takes 
approximately 90 minutes. For schedule and ticketing 
information, visit www.railway.gov.tw/index.htm

» If you arrive in Fulong around lunchtime, you’ll see 
long lines snaking out of several small restaurants as 
soon as you walk out of Fulong Station. The queues are 
hungry tourists waiting for Fulong’s famous lunchboxes. 
Most lunchboxes cost just NT$50 to NT$70 and consist 
of rice topped with fatty pork, tea eggs, chicken, shrimp, 
fish and other goodies. Ironically, the demand for 
lunchboxes makes actual seafood restaurants harder 
to find in this oceanside town. Fu Shi Seafood (富士海
鮮) at 8 Dongsing St, Gongliao Township, Taipei County 
(台北縣貢寮鄉東興街8號) tel: (02) 2499-1001, near Dong 
Sing Temple (東興官) on the eastern edge of the beach, 
serves live fish and freshly caught squid and shellfish. 
Service is friendly and prices, which are calculated by 
weight and season, are reasonable.
  
» The span of Fulong Beach opposite Rainbow 
Bridge (彩虹橋), where most beachcombers go (and 
where the Sand Sculpture Festival is being held), is 
open from 8am to 7pm; swimming is allowed from 8am 
to 5:30pm. Tickets cost NT$90 (NT$70 for students). 
Fulong’s clear and temperate beach water makes it a 
popular surfing destination. Rent equipment or sign up 
for surfing lessons at Being Outdoors (地球人), located 
in front of the train station at 16 Fulong St, Gongliao 
Township, Taipei County (台北縣貢寮鄉福隆街16號), tel: 
(02) 2499-1372.
 — Catherine shu

Below: A sculpture based on 
Thai renditions of Buddha. 
Bottom: A water buffalo appears 
to be taking a dip in the beach. 
 Photos: Catherine shu, taiPei times


