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Yehliu's Stone Leopard Rock can only be seen 18 days each year
—IEEZE AR BaEHsy
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Above: The Leopard Rock at Yehliu in Taipei County is seen here from the best viewing position on May 25. The spot is only accessible 18
days a year, when tides allow.
Below: Seen from the front, the Leopard Rock formation looks like as if it is being worn atop the head of a tribal chief.
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1.glimpse /glimps/ n.

BT (piel jian4)

Bl | caught a glimpse of the actors as they left the
theater.
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2, pristine /‘pristin/ adj.

[RIBHY (yuan2 shi3 des)

Bl: The book was in pristine condition when |
bought it.
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jaw-dropping
BAKED

If something is jaw-dropping, it is amazing or
remarkable.

Example: “The winning dancers put in a jaw-
dropping performance in the final.”
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Taipei County’s Wanli Township is famous at home

and abroad. Most people know about the Queen’s
Head Rock — a national treasure — but they may not
know that Yehliu also has a Leopard Rock. This unusual
piece of scenery, eroded by the sea, is only accessible on
18 days each year, when the tides allow it. Only then is it
possible to catch a rare glimpse of the noble leopard,
head held high, chest thrown out, its mouth slightly open,
crouching on the ground as if ready to pounce.

The Geopark’s deputy general manager Tang Chin-hui
explained that, because of factors like the tides, access
path and viewing angle, optimal viewing times for the
Leopard Rock are restricted to just 18 days a year. It can
only be viewed in the third to fifth months of the Lunar
Calendar, at low tide when there are spring tides, which
occur on the first to third and 15th to 17th days of the
lunar month.

According to Hsiao Shih-chi of the park’s site man-
agement office, if you want to get to the area near the
Leopard Rock, you have to climb sideways around the
steep cliffs of Yehliu, at the risk of being thrown onto
submerged rocks by a rogue wave or strong gust of wind.
Then you have to cross “bean curd rocks” (also known
as “chessboard rocks”) covered with sea lettuce and hair
moss. For this reason, the area is not open for tourists to
visit, and the animal and plant ecology of this part of the
coast remains in pristine condition.

Tang told us about a group of park workers who
went on an inspection tour of the natural ecology of this
restricted area four years ago. Stopping for a rest, they
surveyed the “bean curd rocks” at the sea’s edge, which
have been carved by differential erosion and weathering.
That was when they spotted the Leopard Rock, which
they now think of as Yehliu's guardian rock.

Chou Shu-wen, the park’s business manager, pointed
out that a single section of eroded landscape can be
interpreted in different ways in different people’s im-
aginations, and depending on the angle from which it
is viewed. Observing the Leopard Rock from the reverse
side, she thought it looked rather like a poodle or shar-pei
dog, but from the front the leopard’s head looks as it is
being worn as a symbol of power atop the head of a tribal
chief. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)

The jaw-dropping scenery of Yehliu Geopark in
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