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A patron deity for each occupation}
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Matsu devotees scramble to touch a statue of Matsu in hope of good luck as the statue is
carried back to its home temple during the Tachia Matsu pilgrimage in Taichung County
in March this year. PHOTO: LIAO YAO-TUNG, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. profession /pi&n/ n. O

BZE (zhi2 yed)
Bl: Members of the banking profession met to discuss the

new banking law.
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2.rely /MRa® v.
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Bl: It's good to have friends you can rely on.
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3. paparazzi /pRpMAiktsk/ n.
$915BX (gou2 zai3 dui4)
BI: The paparazzi are a constant source of annoyance to many
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hose in the sex industry worship Chu
TPa-chieh, also known as “Pigsy”, while

gamblers worship Han Hsin. There are
different guardian and patron deities for every
profession. Until Aug. 23, the National Center
for Traditional Arts in llan County will be hold-
ing a special exhibition called the Trades and
Deities Exhibition. Visit the center to find out
who the patron deity of your profession is and
their history.

A representative of the center said the say-
ing that “every profession has a god and a
founding father” means every profession has
its own guardian or patron deities. According
to folk belief, if you offer incense, you will be
protected. This gives spiritual comfort, and it
has become a practice among those who want
to get ahead in a competitive profession to
rely on the assistance of religion and faith.

Each profession has its own god. For exam-
ple, Tsai Lun, the inventor of papermaking, is
the patron deity for the papermaking industry.
Tsao Chun, the Kitchen God, is worshipped by
chefs as their patron deity. Sometimes, a god
does not watch over one single profession
— Lu Ban is the patron deity of both carpen-
ters and builders. After Matsu’s elevation to the
exalted level of “heavenly queen,” she became
an omnipotent goddess that is not only the
patron deity of sailors and fishermen, but also
one of the guardian deities of all Taiwanese.

During these tough economic times and
contracting markets, many people pray to pa-
tron deities to offer protection and help. The
National Center for Traditional Arts has there-
fore set up the Trades and Deities Exhibition to
pray to all gods to support all professions and
industries.

The recent opening ceremony for the exhi-
bition was attended by Ko Chi-liang, director
of the Preparatory Office of the National Head-
quarters of Taiwan Traditional Arts, and others
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holding up tokens reading “May all professions
prosper and make lots of money” and then
sticking them in a cornucopia of wealth.

Taiwan has many emerging industries and
the National Center for Traditional Arts has
come up with the idea to create deities for
these new professions. For example, what god
should the paparazzi worship? The answer
is Fu Hsi, the inventor of the Eight Trigrams,
or “bagua,” which is also Chinese slang for
gossip. Meng Chiang Nu could be the patron
deity for the demolition business, because she
made the Great Wall of China fall over by
crying. These examples are imaginative ap-
plications of ancient legends, and the center
welcomes you to come up with more ideas for
new deities.

Apart from Fu Hsi and Meng Chiang Nu,
Mother Yueh, the mother of General Yueh Fei
and famous for the tattoo she etched on her
son’s back, could become the patron deity for
the tattoo business. Matsu had a Dharma Pro-
tector called “Thousand-li Eye” who could see
the finest details of everything. He could there-
fore be the patron deity of the photographic
equipment business, while those in the mobile
phone and telecommunications industry
could worship Matsu’s other Dharma Protec-
tor, “Wind-following Ear,” because he could
hear everything and recognize a person by
only hearing their voice.

Detectives could worship Tathagata, who,
according to legend, no one can escape. Nazha,
who rides on fire wheels, could be the patron
deity of the bicycle industry and drivers, while
prosecutors could worship Judge Bao, known
for his impartiality. The National Center for
Traditional Arts said these are creative sugges-
tions for deities and their success will depend
on whether those in the related professions
will agree with them.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)
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