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while throwing divination blocks
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ne hundred kowtows for thinking lewd
Othoughts when facing Guan Gong! When

Wu Teng-hsing, the fifth generation
caretaker of the Deyi Temple in Beigang, Yunlin
County, visited the Shuixian Temple in Xingang,
Jiayi County, to ask the gods about his future, a
pretty woman walked past. Wu inadvertently
took a peek as his mind wandered, with the re-
sult that he drew the one divination stick with
the text “insincere intent, do 100 kowtows.” An
embarrassed Wu then had to do 100 kowtows,
which left visitors to the temple scratching
their head.

The temple to the Revered Narcissus King was
built in the fourth year of the Qianlong Emperor,
or 1739. The rear hall is dedicated to the Saintly
Emperor Guan, who was the spiritual leader of
the old Bengang martial arts hall. Whenever there
was a problem taking a major decision, people
would go to Emperor Guan to ask for direction by
throwing divination blocks and drawing divina-
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tion sticks.

In recent years, Wu has been working hard to
pass on the dragon, phoenix and lion array. He
has found disciples in many elementary schools,
but he was uncertain on how to proceed to the
next step. So a few days ago he went to the
Narcissus King Temple to ask Emperor Guan for
directions. Just when Wu solemnly threw the
divination blocks and asked the Emperor for di-
rections, a young woman suddenly walked past
and Wu couldn’t help following her with his eyes
and becoming completely engrossed.

After along while, Wu regained his senses and,
realizing that he was still holding the divination
blocks, hurriedly threw them to the ground three
times and received his answer. Happy that things
were going so smoothly, he was surprised when
he drew the divination stick reading “insincere
intent, do 100 kowtows.” Despite all the curious
onlookers, Wu had no choice but to do 100 con-
secutive kowtows, as if he were pounding garlic

with a pestle. He said this was the first time in
dozens of visits that he had pulled a divination
stick giving him a punishment.

Su Mu-kun, an attendant at the Narcissus King
Temple, said that 100 divination sticks only con-
tained three meting out punishment. These three
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are “insincere intent, ask again another day,
sincere intent, pay more for the incense,” and “i
sincere intent, do 100 kowtows.” If devotees Iet
their mind wander while asking a question, there
is a big chance they will pull one of these three
divination sticks, and Emperor Guan often metes
out punishment according to the situation. The
stick requiring 100 kowtows is the severest of the
three punishment sticks.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)

Wu Teng-hsing performs the 100 kowtows.
PHOTO: CHEN TSAN-KUN, LIBERTY TIMES
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Man fined 100 kowtows by god for peeking at women
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1.inadvertently /,nds’vatntly adv.

NEHD (bu2 shen4 debs)

Bl: Olive inadvertently ordered the most expensive
pizza on the menu.

(BRFTEA/NNEE T HE R EHILE )

2.engrossed /in‘grost/ ad].

EHEIEBY (quan2 shen2 guan4 zhu4 de5)

BI: All the students were engrossed in the lecture.
(ENBLEHHE LIRS )

3. punishment /pangment/ n.

#E7 (cheng? fa2)

BI: Sam is still waiting to find out his punishment for
speeding.

(WEEEFSEMERRBRSETEME <)

Agnes: Have you seen Rachel recently?

Mickey: No, | haven't. What's she doing these days?
Agnes: She quit her job at the bank and now she’s
working at a burger stand.

Mickey: Why did she do that?

Agnes: | have noidea. I'm still scratching my head
about it.

Mickey: It's weird, but at least she'll get some free
burgers.
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scratching your head
—BEK

If somebody is scratching their head, they are
thinking about a problem, or confused by something.
In the article, the visitors to the temple were confused
by the man kowtowing 100 times.

Examples: “Peter’s decision to drop out of university
two weeks before graduation left everyone scratching
their head.”
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