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space, folded laundry and used eye drops as part of
a series of zero-gravity challenges submitted by
the public.

Standing on a white sheet, Koichi Wakata was gliding
smoothly through a cabin of the International Space Sta-
tion, as if snowboarding, in a video clip posted online by
the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).

“| flew on this magic carpet by using adhesive tape so
that the soles of my feet stayed on it,” the 45-year-old re-
vealed, speaking into a microphone during what appeared
at times like a variety show.

The experiment was part of 16 offbeat tasks selected
from ideas sent to the space agency by hundreds of Japa-
nese citizens, from nursery school pupils to a 90-year-old
man.

Tackling another challenge, Wakata showed how to use
eye drops in zero gravity, squeezing out a tiny ball of liquid
and letting it perch at the tip of the container before care-
fully bringing it to his eye.

Wakata also handled the awkward task of folding laun-
dry in zero gravity, struggling with a shirt and then, for
added difficulty, the floating arms and legs of a blue space
overall.

He performed the off-the-wall tasks in the Japanese
laboratory Kibo (Hope) of the ISS on May 15, having also
performed challenges in April, including push-ups.

Video footage is at http://iss.jaxa.jp/library/video/omo-
shiro_090515.php. (AFP)
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Above: This NASA handout picture, released from Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) on May 18, 2009 shows Japanese astronaut Koichi Wakata

demonstrating a “magical flying carpet,” as he tackled a series of other offbeat challenges in the International Space Station (ISS) on May 15.

PHOTO: NASA/JAXA

Below: European Space Agency (ESA) astronaut Frank De Winne of Belgium sits in the landing capsule during an examination at the Star City space center

outside Moscow on May 6, 2009.
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L8 ERBEFFENZHEEER - ENARBRDA+/\BREMROFERA RN BAAZASEA—DRTHABRERARINTE [BEFRE) 0R(F - &7

Bt — R3S HaHE -

T8 : BR B ERARHBHEMARIRPLE - BMARRBOLAFARALERER - & - #RLESEROBARS -

WERR [REE

SEARBHEE
17

BF  XEATRE BATEMEEEE
BF : B

__ BERRXZABRREN - mNAZEE AR TRE—RIEE - £l
 FTRIRADBIR RN -
BAFEMNZREBEEMES LM —RER P > AZRASBEN—EBFK
ZISHIARZEREN - IbE—RBBKRE CRIGHETT - SREIBESR—* -
SBUTARNAKZA-—BETERBHEMUMRFNRE - —BHBR
[HEBRTERNEXERE S L BECREFSERMER

HZBWHRBEDEN+EALNRZOBSESHAZKED - BEFM
BHE T +HNBER - RBERMEEPZ— -

EBNIS—EH%E R TANOERESENNRE TEREN » hEE—/VER
8 EEHWSERENDOOKRR » AEENIVIEEBRENEERER -

SHERIETTESRETITXRIROMFER - tBDIT 3T — i
RKBSSHEHENF - T —HAEZPNESKZXRIBSAEE -

hB+H8  hAEBBFEAZL EHBEAERE (FEE) P RETE—R
DISHRBES : (BN RTINS EHE -

FEZHER ¢ http://iss.jaxa.jp/library/video/omoshiro_090515.php -

(EHHL/HiE : REE)

TODAY'S WORDS' = HEE=F

1. gravity /Rgrevltk/ n.

&7J (zhong4 li4)

il: Astronauts have to get used to doing everything without
gravity.

(K ADVBBEBEESDMEMEDTS )

2, offbeat /Mfbit/ adj.

AREEH (bus xun2 chang? de5)

Bl: Ivor just sat at the back of the lecture hall and made off-
beat comments about the speakers.

QIR EBENRE - HESRE XA SE00FR )

3. awkward /MRkwRd/ adj.
MY (ji2 shou3 des) * TE&MAHY (gan1 ga4 de5)

went very well.
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fl: Apart from a few awkward moments, my date with Teresa

Bruce: Have you decided what to do for your art project yet?

Ethan: Yes. I'm going to create an empty room with white walls. It will be
totally off-the-wall.

Bruce: Somebody did that years ago.

Ethan: Really? How about if | put a dead animal in a jar of chemicals?
Bruce: Somebody’s done that as well.

Ethan: So what can | do?

Bruce: You could try painting a picture using paint and canvas.

Ethan: What a brilliant idea! You're a genius!
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off-the-wall
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If something is off-the-wall, it is strange or un-
usual. In the article, the tasks set for the astronaut are
off-the-wall.

Examples: “The show featured a number of off-the-
wall performances, but my favorite was the performing
seals.”
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