: 67-year-old Huang Teh-ming, who has worked as a motorcycle taxi driver for 40
. years, sits astride his motorbike in Taipei City’s Beitou District on April 15.
X PHOTO: LIN HSIU-TZU, LIBERTY TIMES
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Jobless vie for work as “motorhike taxi drivers”
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he door-to-door motorcycle taxi services
Tthat run from Gongguan and Guangming

roads in Taipei City's Beitou District are
a special feature of the area’s scenery, having
been part of the lives of Beitou residents for
decades. Until recently, the motorbikes were
all driven by elderly men in their 60s. In the poor
economic climate of the past few years, many
middle-aged people in their 40s have had the
idea of joining the business, making older driv-
ers worried about losing their livelihoods.

Close by the Beitou MRT station there are
seven firms providing door-to-door motorcycle
taxi services that include shopping, paying bills
and delivering goods as well as carrying pas-
sengers. They are only a phone call away. The
drivers make NT$800 a day on average, which
adds up to more than NT$27,000 a month — not
a bad income for elderly people.

The names of the door-to-door motorcycle
firms are all the last four digits of their telephone
numbers. Mr. Lin, who has worked for over 20
years at the “0077" taxi firm, is 71 years old
this year. Lin says Beitou is a hilly district with
narrow, winding roads. In the past, few people
owned cars and there were no shuttle busses.
20 years or more ago, Beitou was known as “the
land of hot springs and gentle caresses,” an allu-
sion to the sexual services that were flourishing
in those days. In the daytime, motorbike taxis
ferried customers and housewives to and fro. In
the evening, they busied themselves carrying fe-
male escorts to drink with their clients. In those
days, motorcycle taxi drivers’ daily income was
at least three times what they make today.

67-year-old Huang Teh-ming has been in the
business for more than four decades and is now
the boss of the “0077” taxi firm. He says that
plenty of people still call in for taxi services
despite the poor economic climate. Morning
business is mostly carrying high school and el-

1.decade /‘dekid/ n.
+F (shi2 nian2)

Bl Marcia has lived in this area for decades and can tell you anything about the place.
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2.income /‘min,kam/ n.
I (shou1 rud)

ementary school students to school. At midday
the drivers get busy delivering lunch boxes, buy-
ing vegetables and carrying people from the
MRT station up into the hills. A lot of celebrities
live in Beitou, and many of them can't be both-
ered to come down out of the hills. They rely
on motorcycle taxi drivers to go shopping for
vegetables and other items. The drivers revealed
that legislator Yu Tian and his wife often call and
asks them to do shopping errands.

Huang Teh-ming says that recently, with un-
employment on the rise, many middle-aged
men in their 40s and 50s have got the idea of
joining the motorcycle taxi trade and vying for
jobs. They think that, for middle-aged people,
losing one’s job means becoming a caretaker
in a big building. Unfortunately, caretakers are
only paid about NT$22,000 a month and are tied
to their workplaces for 12 hours a day. It would
be better to work as a motorcycle taxi driver,
they think, because work hours are more flexible
and you can make NT$4,000 to 5,000 more each
month.

In reality, being a motorcycle taxi driver is
sometimes tough work. In summer the asphalt
roads are like sizzling hot pans, and if you get
stuck following behind a bus you get a face
full of noxious fumes. The worst thing in win-
ter is when it rains, so you get wet as well as
cold. If you are pressed for time, it can be quite
dangerous.

Huang says supply and demand are now just
about balanced in the door-to-door motorcycle
taxi business. It should not be made too easy
for new people to join the trade, he says. Other-
wise, as more and more people take up the job,
they will overcrowd the market and everyone’s
wages will fall. It would be better to wait until
the older drivers get too old to ride before let-
ting new people join the profession, says Huang.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)
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B: Ernie’s monthly income has increased since he completed his graduate degree.
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3.errand /srand/ n.
£ (chail shid)

B: Rory used to spend the summer doing errands for his grandfather’s company.
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4.noxious /'nakfas/ adj.
BEH (you3 hai4 des)

V.

fl: The school had to be shut down after someone reported noxious fumes coming from the boiler

room.
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