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Mexican mayor who dreams of becoming a gar-
Adener in the US is confident that the grass really

is greener on the other side of the fence.
Carlos Guzman Camarena worked as a gardener in the
US for 25 years and is once again getting ready to cross
the border in search of a better paycheck, the Reforma
newspaper reported.

Camarena has served two terms representing two
different parties (2000-03 and from 2006) as mayor of
Uriangato, a town of more than 50,000 people in the
central Mexican state of Guanajuato.

His current mandate ends on October 10, and Guz-
man has no doubts as to his future.

“I am going back (to the US) and | am looking for work
in a firm. They know | speak English, | have a driver’s li-
cence and a lot of experience,” he was quoted as saying.

As a mayor, he earns US$3,730 a month. Across the
border, where he had risen to become a gardening su-

pervisor, he says he earned an average of U5$6,300 a
month.

“There is no possible comparison. You earn more in
the US,” he said. “I want to earn a little more, because the
salary you get as mayor cannot be compared with that of
a gardening supervisor.”

Some 11 million Mexicans live and work in the United
States, with an estimated 7 million doing so illegally. The
newspaper did not specify what Guzman Camarena’s im-
migration status would be. (STAFF WRITER WITH DPA)
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A gardener pushes a lawnmower through the park outside the
Kurhaus (spa) of the German health resort of Baden-Baden on
March 31, 2009. PHOTO: REUTERS/WOLFGANG RATTAY
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1. represent /repri‘zent/ v.

&% (dai4 biao3)

Bl: Gary represents his town at tennis.
(EmEMPHE COVRIES <)

2.doubt /davt/ v/n.

IERE (huai2 yi2)

Bl: Luke spends a lot of time studying, but | doubt
he's smart enough to go to law school.
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3.average /‘evarid/ adj/n.

IIME (ping2 juni zhi2)

Bl: The average wage has increased 15 percent in
the last ten years.
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4, status /'stetas/ n.

ARRE (zhuang4 tai4) * 517 (shen1 fend)

Bl: Inform the tax office if your marital status
changes.
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the grass is always greener on

the other side of the fence
BIABVIR B LLERYS

If somebody says the grass is always greener on
the other side of the fence, they mean that other
people’s situations often appear to be a lot better
than they actually are. The expression is often short-
ened to “the grass is always greener.”

Example: “Marie and Jack always seem happy
together, but the grass is always greener, | guess.”
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Zoey: How's your new gardening job going?

Ozvaldo: | love it. | get to spend all day outdoors. Look at
my suntan!

Zoey: It's great. How is the salary?

Ozvaldo: It's not that high, but the boss pays me under
the table so | don't pay any taxes.

Zoey: That's illegal! You'll get in trouble if you get caught.
Ozvaldo: Yeah, | should probably do something about
that.
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under the table &t

If something happens under the table, it is done in
secret.
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