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Indian dad avoids washing for 35 years
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washed for 35 years in an apparent attempt to en-
sure his next child is a boy, newspapers reported.

Kailash “Kalau” Singh replaces bathing and brushing his
teeth with a “fire bath” every evening when he stands on one
leg beside a bonfire, smokes marijuana and says prayers to
Lord Shiva, according to the Hindustan Times.

“It's just like using water to take a bath,” Kalau was re-
ported as saying. “A fire bath helps kill germs and infection
in the body.”

Kalau, 63, from a village outside the holy city of Varanasi,
outraged his family by refusing to take a ritual dip in the
river Ganges even after his brother died five years ago.

“I still don’t remember how it all began,” he said in the
paper. “I just know it started about 35 years ago.”

Kalau's hygiene regime has taken its toll on his profes-
sional life.

The grocery store that he used to own closed when cus-
tomers stopped shopping there due to his “unhealthy per-
sonality” and he now tills fields near Varanasi airport.

Kalau, who wears two pullovers all through the Indian
summer, said his pledge not to wash was a commitment to

Q n Indian man who fathered seven daughters has not

the “national interest.”

“I'll end this vow only when all problems confronting the
nation end,” he said.

But Kalau's explanation for the boycott didn’t wash with
neighbors.

“A seer once told Kalau that if he does not take a bath, he
would be blessed with a male child,” a man called Madhusu-
dan told the paper.

Most Indians prefer sons, who are typically regarded as
breadwinners, while girls are seen as a burden because of
the matrimonial dowry demanded by a groom’s family and
the fact that their earnings go to their husband'’s family. (AFp)
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Above: A Hindu devotee takes a holy dip in the polluted water of
Sangam, the confluence of rivers Ganges, Yamuna and mythical Saras-
wati, in Allahabad, India, on Dec. 7, 2008. PHOTO: AP
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1. attempt /MRNXmpt/ n.

B8 (gi4 tu2)

Bl Ryan passed his driving test at the second attempt.
GERESE_RBETEE )

2. prayer /pi&r/ n.

%5 (qi2 dao3)

#l: Landon usually says a prayer before going to bed.
(ESEIREEHS )

3.ritual /R, n.

BT (yi2 shid) » B (quil ju3)

Bl: It's important to be aware of the rituals when you
visit a temple.
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4. pullover /RpXl,ov/ n.

EBEK (tao4 tou2 mao2 yil)

Bl: Terrence is wearing a pullover, even though it's the
middle of summer.
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not wash
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If somebody says a reason or explanation doesn’t
wash, they mean they don't believe it or aren’t con-
vinced by it. In the article, Kalau's neighbors didn't
believe his reason for not bathing.

Examples: “Caden told me that he lost his money on
the bus, but that didn’t wash with me,” or “It's no use
blaming the economy for the poor sales figures. That
just won't wash.”
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Miles: Hi Charlie, can | borrow $1,000 off you?

Charlie: No chance! Why do you need the money anyway?
You've got a good job.

Miles: | know. But | went to Macau at the weekend and had a
bit of bad luck at the poker table.

Charlie: So how much did you lose?

Miles: | lost my entire paycheck on one game.

Charlie: Haha! You really got taken to the cleaners!

BT : 05 B2 > HOLIOIRE—F Tl <

&R : BEBIR | IRERFR = (REVFTKIAD -

BEHT : 0B - BIARET —HWEPT > EERBR L@ T —
Bb e

BE : Hir@ms 20 e

BRI - N ERIB—BROFH @S -

EE : 55 ! MENS@IRES !

taken to the cleaners &3 —AZE&

If somebody gets taken to the cleaners, they lose a lot of
money, or get beaten at something.
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