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Military steps up “friending” operations to locate recruits
HREMGEA T4 fduh 1 1855

ou don't often hear a three-star general using the word “friend” as a verb.
YBut for Lt. Gen. Benjamin Freakley and other Army brass, a new era has

brought a new language — and new tools like online social networks
Twitter and Facebook — for seeking out young recruits and spreading the
military’s message.

Freakley, who heads the Army command that oversees recruiting, says so-
cial networking sites offer another way to reach tomorrow’s soldiers.

“They live in the virtual world,” Freakley said. He cited Facebook as a key
component in targeting 18-to 24-year-olds. “You could friend your recruiter,
and then he could talk to your friends.”

The Army isn’t the only branch of the military with Facebook friends or that
has a following on Twitter. The Air Force has also established a Facebook page,
Twitter feeds and a blog, while the Marine Corps is using various networking
sites mainly for recruiting purposes. The Navy is “experimenting” with several
forms of online media, and some of its commands are using Twitter, a spokes-
man said.

Even the Coast Guard commandant regularly updates his Facebook status
while traveling.

The Army has also added to its Web site video games, a virtual recruiter and
clips that answer commonly asked questions about life in uniform.

Showing off the videos during an interview at his office at Fort Monroe,
Freakley said some of the questions are surprising: Can | have a dog in the
Army? Can | buy a truck in the Army? Can | be married in the Army? The Army,
Freakley said, wants to answer those questions.

The Coast Guard also maintains a presence online. Adm. Thad Allen, Coast
Guard commandant, routinely updates his own Facebook status from his cell
phone while traveling. He also posts video blogs from overseas, said a spokes-
man, Lt. Tony Migliorini, who called it an effort to collaborate with the public
in real time.

According to Lt. Col. Kevin Arata, director of the Army’s newly formed social
media division, the services’ presence beyond their Web sites represents a
“culture shift.”

“I'm sure there was the same pushback years ago when somebody invented
the telephone. ‘Ooh, you can't talk there because somebody might hear you.’
Well, that's the whole point. We want people to hear us.” (STAFF WRITER WITH AP)
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Social networking Web sites are part of what is 1. Social networking Web sites like Twitter and Face-
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known as “Web 2.0.” The phrase was coined several
years ago to refer to the then-new era of the Web,
characterized by user-generated content.

Some analysts believe that we are now entering a
third stage of the Web, known as the semantic Web.
In the semantic web, your computer will build a profile
of your personality and return search results based on
your location, search history, social connections and
even your bank balance.
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book are just passing fads and will be irrelevant within a
few years. Discuss.

2. Do you agree that young people spend too much
time in the virtual world and should spend more time
socializing in the “real world"?

3. Discuss this statement: People share too much
personal information on social networking Web sites,
which will inevitably lead to identity theft and other
cyber-crimes.
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