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‘Loser dogs’:
over 30, s��g�es��g�e
a�d proud of �t

Despite the lingering stigma, Taiwanese 
women are increasingly resisting 

pressure to marry before they’re ready

by  RAchEL chAn 
CNA 

The growing popularity of the Taiwanese television series My 
Queen (敗犬女王) is in no small part due to the attraction it holds for 
tens of thousands of female viewers, some of whom identify closely 
with the main character, Shan Wu-shuang (單無雙).

Shan is a successful single journalist in her 30s who is 
stigmatized by society as a “loser dog” ((單身敗犬女), or or makeinu 
in Japanese. She is independent and competent, but is unpopular 
among her colleagues and even among some of her friends 
because she is highly competitive. Despite Shan’s achievements, 
she is viewed as a loser because she is single — particularly by 
her mother who tries everything she can to find a love match for 
her daughter.

The term makeinu, which means “loser dog,” was coined by 
a famous Japanese female writer, Sakai Junko, in her 2003 best 
seller Howl of the Loser Dogs (Makeinu no Toboe). In the book, 
Sakai stated with some degree of pride that though many single 
thirtysomethings in Tokyo, such as herself, were ingloriously 
casts as losers, this was not necessarily how they saw themselves 
because they were satisfied with their lives and their achievements.

In Taiwanese society, which is heavily influenced by Japanese 
culture, single women over the age of 30 often encounter pressurespressures 
similar to those faced by their Japanese peers.

Eva Chang, a 33-year-old unmarried woman who works in the 
media industry, said it is difficult for her to ignore her family and 
society’s expectations. But she insists she will not be rushed into 
marriage simply because she is of “marriageable age.”

“I am single because I have not found the right person, but that 
is something that takes time and patience,” Chang said.

She noted that in her experience, many men she meets lack 
confidence and find women like her intimidating because they are 
well-educated, financially independent, smart and intellectual.

Chang’s demographic has been growing in recent years. 
Statistics from the Ministry of Interior show that 29.6 percent of 
Taiwanese women aged 30 to 39 were single in 2007. By 2008 the 
figure had jumped to 32.3 percent.

‘my own choice’

One reason for the shift may be that thirtysomething single 
women are finding ways to reduce the power of the traditional 
stigma against them in East Asian societies.

Lee Ming-tsung (李明璁), an assistant professor at National 
Taiwan University’s Department and Graduate Institute of 
Sociology, said women in Asia are using thewomen in Asia are using the makeinu moniker to 
forge a positive group identity, in much the same way that some 
close female friends in other societies affectionately call each other 
“bitch” or some African Americans greet each other as “nigger.” 

He thinks it is unfortunate that Asian media continue to portraymedia continue to portray continue to portray 
marriage as the only path to happiness and use makeinu in a 
derogatory context to describe independent and successful women.

“Marriage is a lifestyle that one chooses, ” he said. “It is an 
important option but not the only one, and certainly not the only 
one that guarantees happiness.”

Women who have lived in Western countries have seen 
firsthand the status accorded to unmarried women in more 
liberal societies.

A 36-year-old public relations specialist surnamed Wang who 
grew up in the US said that in America independent single women 
over the age of 30 are not seen as picky or somehow flawed, but 
rather are regarded as mature and attractive. 

Wang’s views are more closely aligned with Western norms: 
She thinks marriage is personal choice and sees no need to marry 
someone unless such a union would contribute to her happiness.

“One cannot force marriage,” Wang said. “It is something 
good, but I will not allow myself to be unhappy simply because I 
am single.” 

Wang said her right to choose also includes setting the standard 
for what she wants in a husband.

“As time passes, I might adjust my standards, but not necessarily 
lower them,” she said. “However, even by doing so, I would be 
making my own choice, and I would be comfortable with that.”

Lee said the media and schools should take the lead in 
reeducating the general public. It is time to stop labeling women 
and stereotyping minorities, he said.

“Diversity, openness, respect and tolerance are what constitute 
civilization,” Lee said.

On an individual level, he suggested, people need to focus more 
on self-awareness than on love and marriage.

He thinks that a person must first discover and become 
comfortable with his or her self before he or she could form a 
meaningful intimate relationship with someone else.

“It’s much easier to see ourselves through the eyes of others and 
that is why we keep looking for someone who [can] be a ‘mirror’ for 
us,” Lee said. “However, only when one discovers one’s self can one 
learn to be alone and not be lonely.”

For Chang, being alone is nothing to balk at. “One can be happy 
without being married,” she said. “It might be a rougher path to 
take, but certainly not [the wrong] one.”

Old books in a new light
Dixiajie on Yongkang Street holds a treasure trove of secondhand

books, vinyl records, CDs, DVDs and knickknacks

by cAThERInE ShU
StAff RepoRteR

E
arth Day is right around the 
corner and avid readers can 
celebrate by adopting a used 
book (or 10). Dixiajie (地下

階) bookstore, which marks its 10th 
anniversary this year, sells secondhand 
books, CDs, DVDs, magazines, vinyl 
records and textbooks in its cavernous 
underground store on Yongkang Street.

Dixiajie — which operates a second 
location called Moungar (莽葛拾遺) near 
Longshan Temple — was founded to 
save books and other forms of media 
from the landfill. A giant photograph of 
a garbage dump hangs in the store as 
a reminder of its mission. “Books are 
more than just a bunch of words. They 
are a record of how people lived during 
a certain period of time, so it’s a shame 
to just throw them away,” says manager 
Felicia Chang (張雅婷).

The store buys entire estates of 
books — and often they pick up more 
than just that. Browsing Dixiajie is like 
spending the day at the flea market or 
going through the attic of an eccentric 
older relative. Oil paintings representing 
different genres and subject matter are 
stacked against shelves filled with vintage 
reference books. Oddments, including a 
rattan peacock-back chair and a giant, 
curving piece of driftwood, lurk in every 
corner. Old typewriters, a Yashica twin-
lens reflex camera, retro dinosaur toys, 
crystal balls, porcelain figures and other 
bric-a-brac — most of which are for sale 
— add to the store’s eclectic charm. 

surge of interest

While secondhand booksellers in the US 
and the UK are giving stores like Barnes 
and Noble and Borders a run for their 
money, used books are less popular 
in Taiwan, says Chang. But a steady 
customer base of retro lovers, many of 
whom come to Dixiajie to sift through 
its large collection of vinyl records, has 
kept the store in business over the past 

Dixiajie (地下階)
aDDress: B1, 11-4 Yongkang St, 
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Telephone: (02) 2392-3257

Moungar (莽葛拾遺)
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journalist in the popular SET TV series My Queen. Photo: taiPei times

decade, and the faltering economy and 
current emphasis on green living has led 
to a new surge of interest in previously 
owned goods. 

“With money being tighter for a lot 
of people right now, more and more 
consumers are willing to take a look at 
secondhand merchandise,” says Chang. 
Most of Dixiajie’s CDs retail for less than 
NT$220, while books range from NT$30 
for children’s paperbacks to NT$200 
for longer novels and reference books. 
Selected manga series can be purchased 
for NT$100 per set. 

Dixiajie’s best sellers include 
textbooks from students at nearby 
National Taiwan and National Taiwan 
Normal universities.

stamps and study aids

“In a lot of textbooks, the previous 
owner has already made notes and 
underlined the main points of the text, 
so it can be a study aid,” says Chang. 
“And sometimes people stamp their 
name seals on the flyleaf. It’s fun to see 
how many people have owned your book 
before and where it’s been.”

Staff buy books every day. People 
who want to unload 10 or more items 
can go directly to the shop; Dixiajie 
sends employees to look at collections of 
50 or more items. The price of each item 
is determined by its condition and rarity, 
and sellers can opt to receive cash or 
exchange their books for store credit. 

Dixiajie recently launched an online 
store on Yahoo Auctions (tw.user.bid.
yahoo.com/tw/user/dixiajie) to reach 
customers outside of Taipei, and plans to 
eventually list its entire stock on the site. 
Chang hopes, however, that first-time 
customers will stop by the store. 

“We want our customers to see 
shopping here as a treasure hunt,” says 
Chang. “If you come in with an open 
mind and don’t have a particular title 
in mind, chances are you’ll make some 
exciting discoveries.” 

Dixiajie often buys entire estates of books, 
along with paintings and knickknacks. The 
basement store is laid out so that shoppers 
encounter collections of vintage treasures 
around every corner. Photos: Catherine shu, taiPei times


