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It’s time once again for Spring Scream, Taiwan’s longest-
running and most revered indie-music festival. This year the
event features its biggest headline act to date

ike an old friend, Spring
Scream seems like it hasn’t
changed and never will.
That is, until you look
back.

What started as a small beach
party in Kenting with a few ragtag
bands 15 years ago has become
an annual mecca for thousands of
college-age revelers and adventurous
expats, as well as a showcase of
Taiwan’s best indie music.

And this year’s festival, officially
titled Ox 2009 Spring Scream (& X
1%2009), boasts its biggest headline
act ever: Amit (F#%¥), the on-stage
alter ego and Aboriginal name of
pop star A-mei (F%k).

Mulling the presence of Taiwan’s
queen of pop in the band line-up
brings up another Spring Scream
ritual: questioning whether the
festival has become too big and too
commercial.

For founders and organizers
Wade Davis and Jimi Moe, it’s
become an inevitable question as
the festival has grown. They say
they hemmed and hawed this year
about whether to even have a “big
stage” with major Taiwanese acts,
one major change of the past two
years when the festival moved
to its current location at Oluanpi
Lighthouse National Park (#5556
A,

Ultimately the two knew they
wanted to continue cultivating
Spring Scream’s audience, which
numbered up to 5,000 on Saturday
(the peak day) last year, according
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to Davis. They decided the
additional crowds that A-mei and
other major acts draw would be a
boon for the event.

This way more people can “enjoy
all the other bands,” said Davis,
referring to the some 200 indie acts
scheduled to play on eight differ-
ent stages tonight, tomorrow and
Sunday.

More importantly, Davis said, the
original DIY spirit of Spring Scream
and its bands will always be there,
big stage or not.

“We'd like to attract people that
haven'’t been [to Spring Scream] that
would be inspired by that or would
possibly enjoy it,” he said on the
phone from Taichung.

“Otherwise they might wind up
at some other event that may not be
as inspiring,” he said, referring to
the handful of festivals that festivals
and parties that make up the annual
Tomb Sweeping Day weekend land-
scape in Kenting.

But A-mei or not, revelers can
expect Spring Scream to be as wild
as ever.

“The thing that’s the same, you
always know it’s going to be a good
party. You always know that you're
going to see good music,” said
American expat Karin Parmelee,
who says she has been to every
Spring Scream since it began.

The Taichung resident has also
participated in the festival in nearly
every way possible: she helped clean
up as a volunteer in the early years;
she performed on stage with her now-
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defunct band 69 Across; and this year
she’s running a stall selling candles,
photographs and postcards of images
from past Spring Screams.

For Parmelee, one major
change has been a positive
one: the bands seem to
get better every year, she
said. She has noticed more
costumes and stage chutzpah
among Taiwanese bands in
particular. “I love to see the
young Taiwanese in such
get-ups and really going for
it, and they're so excited to
be there,” she said.

From experience,
Parmelee offers advice
for getting the most out of
Spring Scream.

“What I've learned is don’t
have expectations,” she said.
“Enjoy what it is.”

Other major local acts appear-
ing this weekend include French
rock duo The Inspector Cluzo,
pop-jazz wunderkind Joanna
Wang (E#H#F), and former
Sticky Rice member
and Cape No. 7
star Ma Nieh-hsien
(F&5k). Other
events include a
film festival from the
organizers of the Urban
Nomad Film Festival and
an air guitar contest.

For further coverage of
Spring Scream weekend,
see stories on Page 14 and
Page 15.
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The Inspector Cluzo

This French rock duo features the
guitarist-and-drummer format made
famous by punk-blues bands like the
Black Keys and the White Stripes. Several
members of Fishbone produced Cluzo’s
debut album, and the influence shows in
the frantic, funky grooves and zany but
soulful vocals. Add to that some post-
Spinal Tap humor: the band has a song
called Fuck the Bass Player.
www.myspace.com/theinspectorcluzo

Money Shot Horns

Currently Taiwan’s favorite party band, this jEa

“supergroup” of eight expat musicians will
have audiences dancing this weekend with
funk, soul and R 'n’ B. Lead vocalist Dooley
Chandler slips Mandarin phrases into his
singing without missing a beat.
www.myspace.com/themoneyshothorns

88 Balaz (\+nmEg3)

This four-piece indie-rock outfit has grown
up with Spring Scream. Lead singer Ah-
Chang (b5%) was 17 years old when the
group made its festival debut; he was so
excited (and drunk), he rode a bicycle
from the stage into the crowd. The band
will surely impress this weekend with
on-stage madness, but its tight, energetic
guitar rock will steal the show.
balaz88.pixnet.net

Deserts Chang (3&%)

She seemed to come out of nowhere,
having gone from solo performer and
part-time sound engineer at Taipei’s Witch
House (Z#i)%) to revered indie-folk icon.
The 27-year-old released her debut album
in 2006 through Sony BMG, which has
been smart enough to let her do her own
thing. Expect a large crowd for her set.
www.myspace.com/desertsmusic

Kou Chou Ching (z=#2)

This is a trio of two MCs and a DJ that are
into social causes and their Taiwanese
roots. The group calls its music “Taiwan
traditional hip-hop style”: they often rap in
Hokkien and Hakka and sample everything
from Taiwanese opera to Nanguan (%
and oldies.

www.myspace.com/koucc

Space Cake (xz==#)

This four-piece band has one foot in post-
rock grooves and the other in pop. The
result is fun and quirky music full of guitar
distortion, playful electronica noises and
chirpy vocals from singer Squidgirl.
band-spacecake.blogspot.com

Rising Hedons

This is a blues-rock band, but with djembe
and tablas. The grooves are laid-back,

but the energy is intense. Lead singer and
guitarist Bradley Tindall clearly loves being
on stage, making for an entertaining show.
It would be surprising if the group didn’t
play its ode to the Spring Scream locale,
Kenting Sunset.
www.myspace.com/therisinghedons

Nevada 51

Get your rage on with this South Korean
rock and hip-hop group, which describes
its music as “rock with conscience.” They
list bands like Limp Bizkit and Red Hot
Chili Peppers as influences, which can

be clearly heard in their music. The band
plays several sets throughout the weekend.
www.myspace.com/bandnevadab1

These guys were “indie” before indie
became too artsy. Many of their songs are
driving guitar rock with a melancholic
tinge. Lead singer Jun Lee’s (##75)
soaring, husky voice has a magentic pull
that few can resist.
www.neonband.com.tw

Europa Huang and Agonist (Z@»aam@mem)

It’s easy to forget that there’s more to
Spring Scream than loud bands with electric
guitars. Huang is an up-and-coming folk
singer with sharp pop sensibilities. His
acoustic-based music leans toward safe
melodies and heart-on-sleeve lyrics, but he
delivers them well and with sincerity.
blog.roodo.com/europa —_ DAVID CHEN
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