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Comic book character Old Master @, a perennial favorite
among Chinese readers throughout the world,
received a high-fashion makeover for his 45th birthday

BY CATHERINE SHU
STAFF REPORTER
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or more
than four decades, Old
Master Q (¥%71) has worn
an outfit that would not look ]
out of place if he were transported back in time to the ; 5
Qing Dynasty. But in a fashion show at W Whiskey & Wine last
Wednesday, the classic comic strip character was re-imagined as
a hip-hop artist and winged eyeball, among other things, by four of
Taiwan’s leading young designers.

Produced by OMQ ZMedia, the comic’s
publisher, and style magazine Men’s Uno,
the show was one of the penultimate events
in Old Master Q’s yearlong 45th anniversary
celebration, which draws to a close in
January. This month’s Men’s Uno also features a
series of drawings with Old Master Q dressed up in the latest styles from
nine fashion houses, including Gucci, Prada and Louis Vuitton.

Young Tsao (&%#5) sent Old Master Q down the runway as a caped
crusader, while singer and actor Jack Chang (5&7«%") dressed him as
an angel with a golden face. Xiao Qing-yang (##F%) imagined him as
a hip-hop artist who plays the ruan (bt), a traditional Chinese lute.
And artist and environmentalist Mr Eyeball (iREk%:4:) transformed Old
Master Q into an eyeball with flowing bat sleeve wings.

The first Old Master @ comic strip was published in Hong Kong in
1962. Since then the comic, with its mixture of slapstick humor and
good-natured social commentary, has become a perennial favorite
among Chinese readers throughout the world, selling nearly 100
million books in a dozen countries and inspiring 12 films. The comics,
created by Alfonso Wong (E£%##), follow the misadventures of Old
Master Q (also referred to as Lao Fu Zi, the romanization of his
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Mandarin name), a traditionalist who nonetheless acts (and looks) Old Master Q sweeps his

younger than he really is, and his sidekicks Big Potato (k#%) and Mr girlfriend Miss Chen off

Chin (#%4£). her feet, showing off her
As part of the 45th anniversary celebration, OMQ ZMedia, the company Hermes outfit.

that Alfonso Wong’s son Joseph Wong (%) founded to carry on his PHOTO COURTESY OF OMQ ZMEDIA

father’s legacy, published special-edition comic books, launched a series
of collectible figures sold in convenience stores, celebrated the sale of
original manuscripts at Sotheby’s (the first Chinese comics sold by the
auction house) and collaborated with Hong Kong designers EIB Studio on
a series of designer toys.

“Years ago, we thought maybe we should focus on repeating what
my dad had done with the comics, but after a while, I realized that my
father is an individual and what he has in him, his own talent, there is
no way to recreate it. So we decided to move on with Old Master Q and
put what we like and how we feel into our work,” says Wong, who is
also a professor of architecture at Shih-Chien University (&#AE).

And lately, as the collaborations with Men’s Uno demonstrate, Old
Master Q feels like being a high-fashion model.

¥ “With fashion, and any kind of design, it's about transmitting a feeling,
a feeling that is up-to-date, able to change your mind and make you happy.
Comic books and fashion are the same in that way,” says Wong.

i Old Master Q has been drawn in nearly 100 outfits over the years,
but most readers associate him with his quirky, old-fashioned clothes: a
yellow tunic, vest and loose trousers.

“A couple of years ago I decided to draw different kinds of clothing
on him, like blue jeans with jackets, and I thought he looked alright.
Then I tried high fashion and thought, ‘God, he looks good,”” says Wong.

Wong enjoys the challenge of drawing the characters in poses that
human models can’t achieve. In one instance he had to figure out how
to show off a Hermes outfit with a fur-trimmed coat over a dress and
boots on Old Master Q’s love interest, Miss Chen (F/]Vi).

“I thought, ‘How am I going to draw the dress?’ because with the
coat on you can't really see it. Then I thought, Tve got it!" Old Master
Q is a hypnotist, he does his magic, his girlfriend falls asleep, levitates
into the air and the coat falls to the side, so you can see the lining, the
dress and the orange boots,” says Wong.

When asked why Old Master Q still attracts new readers after 45
years, Wong says he has no idea.

“The only way you can know is by asking readers and maybe
each reader will give you a completely different reason. But there is
something there, something that they feel that they have in common
with the characters or maybe they simply like the design of the
comics,” says Wong.

While Old Master Q has traveled into outer space and sat down
for noodles with Richard Nixon and Fidel Castro, most of the comic’s
humor derives from placing Old Master Q and his friends into ridiculous
situations that are inspired by the challenges of day-to-day life. -

“He represents an everyday person with a job who, for example,
works at an insurance company behind a desk. But that doesn’t mean
he’s ordinary. He’s got imagination, he’s got desires, he’s got feelings,”
says Wong.

Wong believes that comics are taken more seriously as an art form
now than when his father drew the first Old Master Q comic, thanks in ~

part to Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol and other artists who created
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Joseph Wong, third from left, the founder of OMQ ZMedia and son of
0ld Master Q creator Alfonso Wong, poses with models wearing designs
inspired by his father's comics at a fashion show last Wednesday.

PHOTO COURTESY OF OMQ ZMEDIA

fine art based on comic book imagery. o
“To us, it's always been an art. The line quality and the shadows .
in the drawings are very seriously dealt with, even though to a g
regular person flipping through a magazine or newspaper, a | & /
comic is only four frames that take a few seconds to read,” Pl g P
s says Wong. “But if a reader catches the humor in it, & i\%ﬁ . o
o en . then the artist has done his job.” S
R s
s “\0“}‘:\\% (\eé\‘)g:o‘ \\0‘““; ' On the Net: www.omqcomics.com;
I\ Q \Nea‘\ (:“CC\' “aqa‘“ ;.w“ o www.oldmasterq.com

(e e
VR L et 00 xore
\ “\3 e "(0‘“ a0 A Sa\\la ?\*@QS ¢
00




