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Palestinian ven
shows off a '-:
store in the Israeli
town of Hebron.

Keffiyeh’s checkered g B = R
history altered by  § '
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Everyone from Leona Lew1is to
Colin Farrell has taken to wearing the
keffiyeh, as fashion goes wild for this

symbol of resistance. But with

sales soaring, why does the only factory
in Palestinian territories that
makes these scarves look set to close?

BY RACHEL SHABI
THE GUARDIAN, HEBRON

Yasser Herbawi, the 76-year- Arab males of a certain age. It was the 1930s Arab revolt
old owner of the first and only against the British Mandate and Zionist organizations in
Palestinian keffiyeh factory. Palestine that first established the scarf as a resistance
It’s hard to see how. Last year, symbol: it was worn in solidarity, and to make it difficult
istinctive black-and-white checked scarves became for the authorities to weed out orchestrators of the rural-
prise global tren

ext time you come, it will The black-and-white square keffiyeh is Syrian in origin
be better, God willing,” says and is the head garment of choice for traditional, rural

ed around the necks of the led uprising. By the 1960s, the scarf became emblematic
fashion-savvy. e, the of the nascent Palestinian national movement — it was
any that produc 1 of the % the favored headwear of the Palesti ader Yasser
al struggle has rinding . Arafat and habitually worn by other Is of the
’s the Chinese i ins Yas ting Palestinian resistance such as Leila . Then a
piles of keffiye awi fac red-and-white Jordanian version s aken up by
ide Hebron nk. “In Palestinian Marxists to differentiat ‘ elves within
ep up , but b the wider nationalist move ntly, its
ling i meaning chang ain: “Th alestine hay
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