
W E D N E S D A Y ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 4 ,  2 0 0 8   •   T A I P E I  T I M E S

P
2

紅
藍
黃
黑

T
aiw

an

P
2

T
aiw

an
紅
藍
黃
黑

The financial crisis looks like fire on a 
distant shore ... Japan has remained 

very calm and peaceful.

— Atsushi Nakajima, chief economist at the research

arm of Mizuho Financial Group,
on the domestic impact of what the Japanese media is 

calling the “Lehman Shock.” 
SEE FOR ON PAGE 9
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I love the smell of coffee in 
the morning. 

我喜歡早晨的咖啡香。
(wo2 xi3 huan1 zao3 chen2 de5 ka1 fei1 xiang1)
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It’s a good day for:

 Demolishing walls
 Demolishing 
houses

It’s a bad day for:

 All auspicious 
matters

 
 

Dec. 2007 Sanlu Group Co. receives 
complaints from consumers that its 
infant formula was sickening babies

Products 
of China’s 
Mengniu 
Dairy Co. 
Ltd. are on 
the shelves 
of a 
super-
market in 
Hong Kong 
Sept. 19

Shelfs cleared of tainted 
milk products in Shang-
hai, Sept. 18.

Sept 18: Workers conduct 
melamine tests on milk 
samples in Hohhot

Farmers pour milk onto the 
ground at a collection station 
in Wuhan, China, Sept. 21

June 2008 Sanlu learns its milk 
powder is contaminated with 
melamine
June 30 China’s product quality 
watchdog receives a complaint 
that five infants at the Hunan 
province children’s hospital had 
kidney stones and were all fed 
Sanlu brand milk powder

July 24 A person 
who identified 
himself as a pediatric 
kidney doctor told 
the watchdog he had 
seen nine cases of 
kidney stones in 
infants; expressed 
concern there was a 
problem with the 
milk powder

Aug. 2 Sanlu alerts the 
government of Shijiaz-
huang, the city where the 
company is based, that its 
infant formula is tainted
Aug. 6 Sanlu pulls baby 
milk powder produced 
before this date from 
distributors, but does not 
do a public recall

Sept. 15 Number of babies 
sickened rises to more than 
1,200, with two deaths
Sept. 16 Nationwide 
inspection of 109 Chinese 
baby milk powder companies 
shows that 22 have traces of 
melamine; Sanlu General 
Manager Tian Wenhua is 
fired and dismissed from 
board of directors

Sept. 17 China’s two largest dairies, 
Mengniu Dairy Co. and Yili Industrial 
Group Co., recall baby formula; health 
minister says three deaths occurred with 
more than 6,200 other babies sickened; 
5,000 inspectors deployed to all 
companies producing baby milk
Sept. 18 Authorities arrest 12 people, 
bringing total detained to 18; police 
confiscate 660 pounds (300 kilograms) 
of suspected chemicals.

Sept. 19 Crisis widens after 
government tests find melamine in 
liquid milk produced by three of the 
country’s leading dairies
Sept. 21 Health ministry reports the 
number of sickened children is nearly 
53,000, with 12,892 hospitalized and 
104 in serious condition
Sept. 22 The head of China’s 
product quality watchdog 
agency resigns

Sept. 8 New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark 
orders New Zealand officials to immediately inform 
their superiors in Beijing about complaint of 
sick babies
Sept. 10 Health authorities in Gansu province 
investigate Sanlu after 14 babies develop kidney stones
Sept. 11 Sanlu publicly recalls 700 tons of formula. 
Government vows “serious punishment” for those 
responsible
Sept. 13 Vice Health Minister Gao Qiang says 432 
babies fed Sanlu milk developed kidney stones

Key events in the contaminated baby formula case that has been linked to the 
deaths of four infants and the illnesses of more than 50,000 others in China:

Key events in the contaminated baby formula case that has been linked to the deaths of four infants and
the illnesses of more than 50,000 others in China:

Dec. 2007: Sanlu Group Co receives
complaints from consumers that its
infant formula was sickening babies

Products
of China’s
Mengniu
Dairy Co
Ltd sit on
the shelves
of a super-
market
in Hong Kong
on Sept. 19.

July 24: A person
who identified
himself as a pediatric
kidney doctor told
the watchdog he had
seen nine cases of
kidney stones in
infants; he expressed
concern there was a
problem with the
milk powder

Sept. 8: New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark
orders New Zealand officials to immediately inform
their superiors in Beijing about complaints of
sick babies
Sept. 10: Health authorities in Gansu Province
investigate Sanlu after 14 babies develop kidney stones
Sept. 11: Sanlu publicly recalls 635 tonnes of formula.
Government vows “serious punishment” for those
responsible
Sept. 13: Vice Health Minister Gao Qiang says 432
babies fed Sanlu milk developed kidney stones

Sept. 17: China’s two largest dairies,
Mengniu Dairy Co and Yili Industrial
Group Co, recall baby formula; health
minister says three deaths occurred with
more than 6,200 other babies sickened;
5,000 inspectors deployed to all
companies producing baby milk
Sept. 18: Authorities arrest 12 people,
bringing total detained to 18; police
confiscate 300 kg of suspect chemicals Shelves cleared of tainted milk 

products in Shanghai on Sept. 18.

June 2008: Sanlu learns its milk
powder is contaminated with
melamine
June 30: China’s product quality
watchdog receives a complaint
that five infants at the Hunan
Province children’s hospital had
kidney stones and were all fed
Sanlu brand milk powder

Aug. 2: Sanlu alerts the
government of Shijiazhuang,
the city where the
company is based, that its
infant formula was tainted
Aug. 6: Sanlu pulls baby
milk powder produced
before this date from
distributors, but does not
order a public recall Sept. 18: Workers conduct melamine 

tests on milk samples in Hohhot
Farmers pour milk onto the ground 
at a collection station in Wuhan, 
China, on Sunday.

Sept. 15: Number of babies
sickened rises to more than
1,200, with two deaths
Sept. 16: Nationwide
inspection of 109 Chinese
baby milk powder companies
shows that 22 have traces of
melamine; Sanlu general
manager Tian Wenhua is
fired and dismissed from
board of directors

Sept. 19: Crisis widens after
government tests find melamine in
liquid milk produced by three of the
country’s leading dairies
Sept. 21: Health ministry reports the
number of sickened children is nearly
53,000, with 12,892 hospitalized and
104 in serious condition
Sept. 22: The head of China’s
product quality watchdog
agency resigns
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Local milk brands 
free of melamine

StAFF writEr, with CNA

Consumers can drink domestically 
produced fresh milk without worry  
after tests confirmed that local 
brands or raw milk collected from 
local dairy farms do not contain 
melamine, a Council of Agriculture 
(COA) official said on Monday.

Officials said the council had 
commissioned two nonprofit in-
dustry associations to determine  
whether any locally produced 
fresh or unpasteurized milk was 
tainted with melamine, the toxic 
chemical found to be prevalent in 
dairy ingredients from China.

The National Animal Industry 
Foundation and the Dairy Asso-
ciation tested 28 samples collected 
from 12 major producers of dairy 
products in Taiwan, and all the 
samples — 18 brands of fresh milk 
and 10 brands of unpasteurized 
milk — were free of melamine, 
council officials said.

The council said the 12 com-
panies sampled account for more 

than 93 percent of all fresh milk 
sold domestically.

Testing on five samples col-
lected from five smaller-scale fresh 
milk manufacturing companies is 
under way and results were ex-
pected today, the council said.

Concerns over melamine con-
tamination in domestic products 
grew last week after it was learned 
that 22.7 tonnes of milk powder 
potentially containing melamine 
had been imported from China. 
The government has since barred 
Chinese dairy products.

Animal Industry Department 
Deputy Director Lee Chun-chin (李
春進) said Taiwanese farmers would 
not need to cut costs by diluting 
their milk and adding melamine 
to get higher protein readings as 
had been done in China because 
the product’s hygiene and ingre-
dients, rather than protein levels, 
are the key factors in determining 
its price.

“What we care about most are 

bacteria count, somatic cell count, 
fat ratio and solid particles in the 
raw milk rather than protein con-
tent,” Lee said.

“Paper cannot wrap up a fire. 
Any unscrupulous practice will be 
uncovered in the end. I don’t think 
our dairy farmers would be so stu-
pid as to adopt unethical business 
practices,” he said.

Noting that the government has 
adopted a “cattle head” labeling sys-
tem to certify hygiene and quality 
of locally produced fresh milk, Lee 
urged consumers to buy fresh milk 
carrying such certification labels.

BURST BUBBLES

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s beloved pearl 
tapioca milk tea (珍珠奶茶) industry 
has been badly hurt by the  con-
tamination scandal, vendors said 
yesterday. Shops selling the sweet 
drinks made from tea, milk and 
tapioca balls, have seen business 
drop by as much as 50 percent.

“Our business has been deeply 
affected since news of the milk 
powder contamination surfaced,” 
said an operator of a tea shop who 
declined to be named, adding that 
she usually sold more than 50 cups 

of milk tea a day, but now only 
sells about half that.

“People are panicking despite 
our efforts to reassure them that 
our creamers are not made in 
China,” she said.

Chen Cheng-liang, who owns 
a tea shop in Taoyuan County, 
said that her shop used creamer 
powder made in Southeast Asia or 
Australia. Although a 22.5kg bag 
of Chinese-made creamer costs 

between NT$1,700 and NT$1,800, 
slightly cheaper than the aver-
age NT$1,900 for similar products 
from other countries, Chen said 
she doesn’t use Chinese creamers 
because of their poor quality.

“The quality of creamers made 
in China is not acceptable, as some 
of them can hardly dissolve,” she 
said in a phone interview, adding 
that some street vendors could be 
using Chinese creamers.

COA ASSURANCE: A top council official said samples 
collected from 12 major dairy producers, who supply 93 
percent of the fresh milk market, were free of melamine 

Pundits criticize plan to send team to China
By ShIh hSIU-ChUAN
StAFF rEPOrtEr

Premier Liu Chao-shiuan’s (劉兆玄) 
plan to send a team of food safety 
experts and physicians to China 
because of the melamine scare was 
criticized by some political observ-
ers yesterday.

Lin Tze-luen (林子倫), an associ-
ate professor of politics at National 
Taiwan University, said the govern-
ment should pay more attention to 
raising food safety test standards 
than trying to ferret out the source 
of the melamine contamination in 
China.

“Since China has just started 
its investigation [into the melamine 
scare], it’s questionable how much 
understanding we can get by send-
ing our people there,” he said. “It’s 
likely that we would only obtain 
second-hand information from Chi-
nese authorities.”

Lin suggested the government 
employ the social clauses in WTO 
agreements to tighten the country’s 
food-safety standards, which were 
loosened in the wake of Taiwan’s 
WTO entry. 

The problem stemmed from a 
package of concessions offered by 
Taiwan in negotiations on its ac-
cession into the WTO alongside 
China in January 2002, on concern 
that Beijing would have blocked 
Taiwan’s entry into the world body 
if it gained WTO accession before 
Taiwan. WTO social clauses give 
legitimacy to a country seeking to 
ban imports of goods produced 
in another country in violation of 
international standards for basic 
labor and environmental rights and 
food safety.

“The concessions made by Tai-
wan didn’t mean that it is not cov-
ered by the social clauses and most 
countries won’t argue with the 
WTO when it comes to food safety 
concerns,” Lin Tze-luen said.

Kenneth Lin (林向愷), a professor 
of economics at National Taiwan 
University, doubted Liu’s motives, 

saying the premier may be trying to 
help China recover from its embar-
rassing food safety problem.

“Sending a Taiwanese group to 
China means that Taiwan would 
like to hear China’s explanation 
and that will give China more time 
to tackle the problem,” he said.

Liu’s proposal proved one again 
that “President Ma Ying-jeou’s (馬
英九) administration attaches more 
importance to smooth cross-strait 
relations than anything else, includ-
ing health, the fundamental right of 
citizens,” Kenneth Liu said.

“It is out of the question that a 
totalitarian state will ever disclose 

all relevant information,” he said, 
adding that sending the team of ex-
perts would not solve the problem 
of Chinese-made tainted food im-
ported into Taiwan.

The only way to end the 
problem is to list all the kinds 
of banned food imports from 
China, but the government 
has been hesitant to impose 
such a ban, he said.

“South Korea suspended 
the import of US beef over mad 
cow disease. It didn’t send its of-
ficials to the US to see how it [the 
contamination] happened,” he said. 
“The EU immediately suspended 

the imports of groupers from Tai-
wan after finding out that the fish 
was contaminated with malachite 
green.”

The government did not extend 
its initial ban on brands of 
contaminated products to 
all brands of milk power, 
dairy products and plant 
proteins until King Car 
Industrial Co discovered 
over the weekend that the 

powdered non-dairy creamer it im-
ported from China to use in the 
production of instant corn soup 
and coffee drinks also contained 
melamine, prompting a massive re-

call of this items. 
Tung Chen-yuan (童振源), an as-

sociate professor at the Graduate 
Institute of Development Studies 
at National Chengchi University, 
said the government should de-
mand China provide transparent 
information about the melamine 
contamination rather than send a 
team of experts to China.

“It would take quite some time 
for China to find all the sources of 
the contamination, not to mention 
the difficulties Taiwanese experts 
would encounter. We don’t have the 
administrative power to launch an 
investigation in China,” Tung said. 

Workers at King Car Industrial Co pack boxes of recalled Mr. Brown products at the company’s main storehouse in Taoyuan yesterday. The company recalled packs of instant coffee, 
milk tea and powered corn soup mixes imported from China following tests that showed some products may have been contaminated with melamine.  Photo: Nicky Loh, ReuteRs

ANALYSIS

CHINESE FOOD SCANDAL


