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STOP

t's been how many
months since Edison
Chen’s (BiiE77) said he
would leave the Hong Kong
entertainment industry
forever? That was in February,
and there are already rumors
that he is angling for a
ticket back. According to a
report on Sina.com (FrAd),
director Andrew Lau (%l{%
5#) of Infernal Affairs (]
;&) fame might be prevailed
upon to give the lad a helping
hand. The two developed a
friendship during the making
of Lau’s groundbreaking
trilogy. Interest in Chen spiked
slightly after he appeared
in the Batman blockbuster
The Dark Knight, albeit for
just two seconds, but do we
really want him back so soon?
Watch this space.

Taiwan’s favorite
supermodel Lin Chi-ling (&
&5 showed her quality on
Wednesday when attending
Catwalk’s (#l12) 2nd Star of
Your Dreams (% —JE5lEZY)
Z) modeling competition.
(Catwalk is Taiwan’s most
influential modeling agency.)
And Apple Daily showed its
quality yesterday by using
the lead paragraph of its
story on this event to note
that Lin sports a cup size
of 34C and that she was
wearing a NT$9,810,000
necklace. Loosely translated,
the headline yesterday read
“Massive tits overawe aspiring
models.” You can always be
sure Apple Daily will give you
the key points at a glace.

But back on the subject
of Lin, she has shown that
she can take the rough with
the smooth. News that her
gig as the host of CCTV’s
Mid-Autumn Festival variety
show had been nixed broke
earlier this week, but local
media angling for a big
response were disappointed.
Speculation abounds that
this last-minute casting
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Lin Chi-ling shows her quality. The
super-model blamed no one but her-
self for getting the push from CCTV.
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change is the result of Lin’s
father expressing himself
rather too freely in support
of former president Chen
Shui-bian (F7KR). Lin
played it cool, taking the
responsibility onto herself,
saying that she had been
too busy to prepare for
the task sufficiently well,
and that she hoped that in
future she’d have another
chance to host the program.
End of story. Then again,
perhaps she was simply
embodying the philosophy
with which she encouraged
the competition’s
participants: “The job of a
model is to make everybody
happy,” she said in her
speech to the competitors.
Kate Moss and Naomi
Campbell may beg to differ.
The skies above Taiwan
may not be safe for very
much longer. Variety host
Zhang Fei (7%3F) has taken
up flying. He has just spent
NT$5 million on purchasing a
light aircraft of his own, but
has been practicing using a
friend’s. Having clocked up
a grand total of 25 hours of
flying time, he has told the
media that he now aims to
start a flying school. And
Pop Stop thought the streets
of Taipei were dangerous.
According to the Apple Daily,
he has already been in touch
with the Civil Aeronautics
Administration to establish
better regulations for
recreational flying in Taiwan.
When asked why he had
taken up flying, the debonair
show host quipped: “It's
the only way to keep above
Taiwan’s plummeting share
market.”

— COMPILED BY IAN
BARTHOLOMEW

|

Aska Yang (#3=#&) and Star! Start! Live Concert /

Black Girl (F&Girl) and Black Girl

(FBGir) with 9.46%

Kan Kan (ERER) and Grey, the Sequal (IE - #&8#8) with 6.69%

Jam Hsiao (&%) and Jam Hsiao (FF8%EE) with 7.29%

lobalization and social activism are
among the themes of this year’s
Taipei Biennial, a contemporary art
exhibition that officially opened yesterday
and runs until Jan. 4. The topics will spawn
endless conversation, argument, and decla-
rations, but who says you can’t discuss the
issues while having a little fun?

The Biennial celebrates its launch
tonight with an indie music mini-festival,
and continues with a six-week film pro-
gram run by the organizers of the Urban
Nomad Film Festival (e ). Both
events are free and take place at the Taipei
Brewery (&t st {k#) on Bade Road.

The music fest, entitled Slurpee
Revolt, features a who’s who of
Taiwanese indie groups, with musical
styles ranging from folk and hip-hop to
punk and electronic rock.

Even though it invokes the infamous
7-Eleven concoction, the event’s name is
not meant as an overt anti-globalization
statement, says Huang Yi-chin (#—&),
whose indie record label Silent Agreement
was hired to organize the show.

Instead, the slurpee, with all of its
colors and flavors, describes the diver-
sity of Taiwan’s indie music scene, says
Huang. Also, with a short history in rock,
Taiwanese bands had “to learn fast and
learn a lot” from their Western coun-
terparts; Taiwan’s music scene is like a

Above: The Hohak Band in concert.
Top: A still from Sierra Leone’s Refugee All
Stars, screening at Urban Nomad.

PHOTOS OF SLURPEE REVOLT

slurpee cup that overflowed and then
“exploded,” he says.

The “revolt” lies in this explosion,
but it also represents Taiwanese bands
adding their unique touch to Western
style rock. “We need to learn from Europe
and the US, but we also have to have our
own special qualities,” says Huang. The
festival performers are also connected by
an interest in societal issues, which are
either directly or indirectly reflected in
their music, notes Huang.

Tonight’s lineup features a comedy
and video routine by Hsiao-ying (/&) of
the Clippers (#F), Taiwanese and Hakka
hip-hop from Kou Chou Ching (#4%k#)),
and Hakka folk from the Hohak Band (4
#4415, comprised of former members of
the protest-rock group Labor Exchange
(B L48%).
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Crossover dances through Mid-autumn

What better way to prepare for the Mid-
Autumn Festival, that yearly celebration
of the ripeness of the moon, than to spend
it inside a theater watching a handful of
dancers do things that ordinary mortals
can only dream of? The folks of the Taipei
Crossover Dance Theater (&4L#5 )
have at least opted for an autumn-themed
program for their performances tomorrow
night and Sunday afternoon, and the
Sunday matinee will allow dance-lovers to
feast themselves on choreographer Zhang
Xiao-xiong’s (3kMEM#) latest work and
still be able to spend the Moon Festival
outdoors in the evening.

Taipei Crossover Dance Theater was
founded in 1994 by four dancers from
the first generation of Cloud Gate Dance
Theater (Z[1#£): the late Lo Man-fei (%%
JE) Cheng Shu-gi (%), Yeh Tai-chu (%
#17) and Wu Su-chun (%%%#), plus stage/
lighting designer, Lin Keh-hua (#sE).

The dancers wanted a platform to
continue dancing as they entered their
40s and to nurture their choreographic
skills, while all five were interested in
pushing the boundaries of modern dance
theater and staging.

The founders have now turned
the dancing duties over to a younger
generation, but both the dancing and the
choreography remain first rate.

While Zhang, who danced with the
Australian Dance Theater and Dance
Canberra, was not one of the founders
of Crossover, the company turned to
him first as a guest choreographer. He
now serves as artistic director. He has
provided works that challenge both the

dancers and audiences and this weekend’s

program offer a similar promise.

The program features Zhang’s newest
work The Autummn Song () and a
piece he created two years ago for an

FESTIVAL NOTES:

What: Slurpee Revolt, the opening concert for
the Taipei Biennial at Taipei Brewery (60128
X{E&E), also known as Taipei Beer Factory,
85, Bade Rd Sec 2, Taipei City (640 \fBE©B
EZ85%%)

When: Tonight from 7:30pm to 9:30pm and
tomorrow from 3pm to 9:30pm

On the Net: revolt.taipeibiennial.org

Details: Beer and food for sale at the venue
Tickets: Enter the venue for free by filling out
a brief survey printed on the event flyer that is
available at Eslite bookstores and at the door.
A downloadable version is available at revolt.
taipeibiennial.org

BAND SCHEDULE
TONIGHT

» 7:35pm to 8:05pm Hsiao-ying of the

Clippers (25/)\fE)

Kou Chou Ching (#£%)#)

Hohak Band ((3544X)

» 8:20pm to 8:50pm
» 9:05pm to 9:35pm

TOMORROW
» 3:00pm to 3:30pm  Gelresai and Leo Chen
(RAERESE)
» 4:40pm to 5:10pm Come On! Bay Bay!
(RIE! 1B15!)
» 5:30pm to 6:00pm Tizzy Bac
» 6:20pm to 6:50pm Go Chic
» 7:10pm to 7:40pm 88 Balaz (/\+/\JBEHA5)

» 8:00pm to 8:30pm Angry Young Man
(ERBIFEN)

» 8:50pm to 9:20pm LTK Commune
(BAORDRE)

What: Urban Nomad Film Program at the 2008
Taipei Biennial wedding of actor Jimi Zhang
(5REER)

Where: Brewery (63tLIEES{LEIE), also known
as the Taipei Beer Factory, 85, Bade Rd Sec 2,
Taipei City (&7t \ 888 — E28557%); Taipei Fine
Arts Museum (6617 3E41588), 81 Zhongshan
North Road, Sec 3, Taipei City (53tmPLLUAL
783E21815%); Taipei Art Park (PLIEMTAR),
located next to the museum

When: tarts Sunday, runs until Oct. 18

On the Net: urbannomadfilmfest.blogspot.com;
www.taipeibiennial.org

Film Schedule

All films have Chinese and English subtitles

» Sun, 7:30pm, Taipei Art Park (outdoors,
next to the Taipei Fine Arts Museum, will be
rescheduled in the event of typhoon, check
Urban Nomad Web site for updates)

Crossover showcases Zhang Xiao-xiong’s most
recent works this weekend.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CROSSOVER DANCE THEATER

international dance conference in Hong
Kong, The Floating Life (174).

The Autumn Song is an older person’s
reflection on his teenage years, the happy
memories of a time shared with someone
you loved, he said in a telephone interview.

“The piece comes from inside, rather
than talking about the environment,
external factors,” he said.

1l tomorrow’s parties

e Short Films by James Hong (US, 35min)
Examines cross-cultural relationships between
the West and Taiwan and China

e Crossing the Line (UK, 2007, 90min)
Documentary about a US soldier stationed in
South Korea who deserted his unit and defected
to North Korea

» 9/20 (Sat), 7:30pm, Taipei Brewery

¢ The Voyage to Happiness (Taiwan, 2007, 60
min)

Documentary about history of foreign brides in
Japan, Korea, and Taiwan

¢ Welcome to Nollywood (US, 2007, 57 min)

A look at Nigeria's film industry, which is the third
largest in the world, and its impact on culture in
West Africa, at home and abroad

» 9/27 (Sat), 7:30pm, Taipei Brewery

¢ The Campaign (Japan, 2007, 120min)
Documentary about a candidate for a seat the
Kawasaki City Council, and a look at the old-boys
club mentality in Japanese politics

» 10/4 (Sat), 7:30pm, Taipei Brewery

e Filipino Activist Shorts (Philippines, 2005-08,
30min)

Short films, including animation from an
opposition collective, Southern Tagalog Exposure
e Tribu (Philippines, 2008, 95min)

Journalist Jim Libiran recruited rival teenage
gangsters in Manila to act in this film about their
slum’s gang wars. In the process of making the
film, a real truce was created among the gangs.

» 10/11 (Sat), 7:30pm, Taipei Brewery

e Odds and Ends (US, 2001-08, 35min)
Collection of short films and music videos from
Portland, Oregon’s indie music scene

* The Yes Men (US, 2003, 80min)

Based on activist group of the same name, this
film follows anti-corporate pranksters that pose
as World Trade Organization spokespersons on
TV and business conferences around the world

» 10/12 (Sun), 2:30pm, Taipei Fine Arts
Museum, B2 Auditorium

e A repeat screening of 10/4's films, Filipino
Activist Shorts and Tribu; members of the Filipino
community and other foreign nationals are
especially invited

» 10/18 (Sat), 7:30pm, Taipei Brewery
e Sierra Leone’s Refugee All Stars (USA, 2005,
80min)
Documentary about six Sierra Leonean musicians
that each fled their war-torn country, met while
living in a refugee camp, and formed a band
e Random Shorts (USA, 2004, 45min)
Film about skateboarding, shot in 8mm film

— David Chen

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

What: Taipei Crossover Dance
Company, The Autumn Song. The
Floating Life (3R -)%4)

When: Tomorrow night at 7:30pm and
Sunday at 2:30pm

Where: Novel Hall (#78%8), 3-1 Songshou
Rd, Taipei City (54LMHREES3-157)
Tickets: From NT$400 to NT$1,200,
available at www.artsticket.com.tw

The Floating Life is much darker,
though it also comes from Zhang’s
memories.

“The piece is very heavy, ... (it is)
about people who could not choose the
time and environment in which they
lived, but who had the courage to face
what they had to and the pride to do so.”

“T am so proud of my dancers,” he
said. “They are so beautiful, they have
really matured with the piece.”
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Theater

Jimmy Liao's (#K) illustrations are
among the most easily recognizable
by a Taiwanese artist. His A Chance

of Sunshine was turned into a movie
called Turn Left, Turn Right (%
iE - AGE); now it's getting treat-
ment as a musical. It tells the story of
a man and a woman who live parallel
lives and seem perfect for each other
— but fate keeps them apart.

» Taipei Arena (6L/VE%E), 2, Nanjing
E Rd Sec 4, Taipei City (BACHEREES
POERD5R)

» Tonight and tomorrow at 7:30pm

» Tickets are NT$600 to NT$3,600,
available through NTCH ticketing

A family falls apart after the death of its
matriarch in Short One Player Theater
Troupe's (=tR—&IB) latest work, An
Obituary Written by Everybody
(RR—ERENX).

» Crown Art Center Theater (27E/)\&l
1%),B1, 50, Ln 120, Dunhua N Rd, Taipei
City (BAHEULILES1208505%B1)

» Tonight and tomorrow at 7:30pm
and tomorrow and Sunday at 2:30pm
» Tickets are NT$450, available through
NTCH ticketing

Tickets for Godot Theater Company's
(RBEBIE) much-anticipated Chinese-
language production of Shakespeare's
Othello (&t88#43R) are running out
fast. The production features accom-
plished Taiwanese stage actors Li Li-
qun (Z178%) and Chin Shih-jie (2 T£8).
» Tainan Municipal Cultural Center (&
mAMIIZAEI), 332, Chunghua E Rd
Sec 3, Tainan City (BEMPERB=F
3325%)

» Tomorrow at 7:30pm

» Tickets are NT$500 to NT$4,000,
available through NTCH ticketing

The relationship between individuals,
cultures and humans and the physical
forces of nature underlie the dance
project Heavy Orbits, a choreo-
graphic collaboration between Wang
Pei-chun (EJR&) and New York's
Abigail Levine, who are both part of
the performance art group Strange
Company. The work includes two
dance movements fused together
with music composed by double bass-
ist Martijn Vanbuel, who will perform
live.

» Guling Street Theater (f&3E#1/)\BI%),
2,Ln 5, Guling St, Taipei City (B4t
EHISB2R)

» Today at 8pm and tomorrow at 3pm
» Tickets are NT$300, available through
NTCH ticketing

What does a Lost Dog Mean? (—
ERMBTE) is a mime perfor-
mance by Vis-a-Vie Theater and tells
the story of two people brought
together by a stray dog.

» IP Dance School, 3F, 114-4, Wuchang
St Sec 2, Taipei City (BATHRE/
114-457318)

» Tomorrow at 2:30pm and 7:30pm
and Sunday at 2:30pm

» Tickets are NT$250, available through
NTCH ticketing

After the death of their parents, an
older sister is forced to take care of

her younger sister. Oddly, rather than
focus on the psychological impact of
losing one’s parents, Will Always Be
My Doll (BLEEIENITIRR) takes the
tragedy in a different direction. The
elder sister decides that its time for her
younger sister to start dating and blows
awad of cash on a party, the dividend
being to find her a partner. But the
party changes both sisters in ways that
they could never have imagined.

» Nanhai Gallery (F3/@2E8), 3, Ln 19,
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Chonggqing S Rd Sec 2, Taipei City (63t
MEEmMEE_R1983%)

» Sunday at 2:30pm and 6pm

» Tickets are NT$250, available through
NTCH ticketing

Classical music

Falling In Love With Nodame
Cantabile: 2008 Eric Chen Piano
Recital (BLXEBAS  BREF
200888Z58==) has popular pianist Eric
Chen (BR7EF) performing a program
that includes Beethoven’s Piano Sonata
No. 8in CMinor, Op. 13 “"Pathetique” and
<Piano Sonata No. 14 in C-sharp Minor,
Op. 27, No. 2 “Moonlight”, Mozart's 12
Variations in C Major on "Ah! Vous dirai-
Jje, Mamma,” K. 265 and other favorites.
» Tomorrow at 2:30pm

» Hsinchu Municipal Auditorium (#1713
mX{tEEEEE), 17, Tungta Rd Sec 2,
Hsinchu City FTTIEER AR ZER175%)

» Tickets are NT$200 to NT$400,
available through ERA ticketing

The Baroque and Now (E2/&5E2
BR), features the Hotshot Cello Choir
(BIXIEZESEE), who are retumn-
ing to the performance circuit with a
program that includes Bach's Branden-
burg Concerto No.6 BWV1015, Vivaldi's
Concerto Grosso Op. 3, Michael Kibbe's
Dark Moon Op. 135, Isaac Albeniz's 3
Stucke fur vier Violoncelli and Mariano
Mores' Drei Argentinische Tangos.

» Tomorrow (Taipei) and Sunday
(Kaohsiung) at 7:30pm

» Zhongshan Hall (6atHPLWLE), 98
Yenping S Rd, Taipei City (BACTEEFR
#89851%); Kaohsiung City Concert Hall
(BHEHSLEERR), 99 Hehsi Rd,
Kaohsiung City (S0 T8E8995%)

» Tickets are NT$200 to NT$500 for
Taipei and NT$200 for Kaohsiung;
available through ERA ticketing

Highlight

American jazz vocalist Dianne
Reeves appears on Monday at the
National Concert Hall to conclude the
venue's annual Summer Jazz Party.
Reeves often draws comparisons
with singers Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah
Vaughn, and she recently gained
wider attention as the featured
vocalist on the soundtrack to the
George Clooney film Good Night,
and Good Luck. She has won four
Grammy awards and is the only artist
to have won a Grammy Award in any
vocal category three years in a row.
Reeves, who last appeared in

Taipei in 2005, keeps a full touring
schedule and is known for her
engaging live performances. Her
touring band features Romero
Lubambo on guitar, Peter Martin on
piano, Reuben Rogers on bass and
Gregory Hutchinson on drums.
Before the concert there will be an
introductory talk on Reeves' music
given by Fu Ching-liang (BER),
head of Universal Records Taiwan's

TCO Grand Masters Series 2

— Sharon Bezaly and TCO
(TCOXEMRT 2 — REBHT T

BA - B4LF]) brings Sharon Bezaly,
who is emerging as one of the world’s
outstanding female flautists, back to
Taiwan to perform with the Taipei
Chinese Orchestra (24t IIEI4:E)
at the National Concert Hall. This per-
formance will be followed by Queen
of Flutes — Sharon Bezaly Flute
Recital (REXG D8 - BALFIR
BE.). Bezaly's program includes
Doppler's Hungarian Fantasy, Bach's
Sarabande, BWV 1013, Bolling's Jazz

The National Concert Hall's summer jazz
series ends on Monday with American
jazz vocalist Dianne Reeves

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN LANTRY, COURTESY OF DIANNE REEVES

foreign division, in the foyer of the
concert hall. Wine, soft drinks and
snacks will be available before the
show.

» Jazz vocalist Dianne Reeves live at
the National Concert Hall (BIZX &%
%), 21-1 Zhongshan S Rd, Taipei City
(BACHPLIEEEE21-1557)

» Monday at 7:30pm; introductory
talk starts at 7pm

» NTS600 to NTS$3,000 tickets,
available through NTCH ticketing or
online at www.artsticket.com.tw

» On the Net: event.ntch.edu.
tw/2008/JAZZ

Suite and Messiaen'’s Le Merle Noir.

» Tuesday at 7:30pm (National Concert
Hall) and Wednesday at 7:30pm,
Zhongshan Hall (63t PLWLE), 98
Yenping S Rd, Taipei City (GACTEEFR
F5985R)

» Tickets for the concert at the
National Concert Hall are NT$300 to
NT$1,200, available through NTCH
ticketing; tickets for Zhongshan Hall
are NT$200 to NT$1,000, available
through ERA ticketing

Autumnal Chant — Songs My
Mother Taught Me (28~8#

FEBIM) features guest performers
Natalia Amosova (piano) and Alexander
Dardykin (cello) appearing together
with the Taiwan Soloists Chamber
Orchestra (62BEXRENLE). The
program will include Beethoven's Duet
No.3 for Violin and Cello in B-flat Major,
Handel's Passacaglia for Violin and
Cello, Dvorak's Songs My Mother Taught
Me, American Folk Song's Home on the
Range, Mozart's “Non piu andrai” from
‘Le Nozze di Figaro” and Mendelssohn’s
Piano Trio No.T Op.49.

» Today at 7:30pm

» Kaohsiung City Concert Hall (S
SHLBEIBZER), 99 Hehsi Rd, Kaohsiung
City (SHEMITBEE999R)

» Tickets are NT$200 and are available
through NTCH ticketing

Contemporary

Dafu Jazz Trio takes to the stage
tonight at Sappho de Base. Tomor-
row nightis a “Sappho All-Stars” jam,
featuring a host of session musicians
that regularly appear at Sappho.

On Tuesday night the Grace Jazz
Trio plays a set, with an open jam
afterward. Wednesday features the
Cool Jazz Machine, an experimental
group that goes for a “chill-out vibe.”
On Thursday it's the Phase in Jazz
Quartet, playing the original compo-
sitions of saxophonist Michael Haack.
»B1, 1,Ln 102, Anhe Rd Sec 1, Taipei
City (BAHLHEB—ER102819%81).
Call (02) 2700-5411 (after 9pm) or visit
www.sappho102.biz for more
information

» Performances begin at 10:30pm on
weekends; 10pm on weekdays

» No entrance fee

Tonight at The Wall (GE#8) post-rock
band Aphasia (FIFREEH) launches its

new CD, The Crocodile Society of Apha-
sia. In addition to new material, the
band will revisit songs from its former
incarnation as the Sonic Youth-inspired
Nipples. Tomorrow the evening starts
with metal bands Infernal Chaos, Be-
yond Cure, and Triple Six (666). Later
on, Jamaican sound system Black
Reign International will have people
dancing to Caribbean beats, joined by
guest DJs Justdabe and Mixter T.

» B1, 200, Roosevelt Rd Sec 4, Taipei
City (61 EHTBESIYER2005781). Call
(02) 2930-0162 or log on at www.the-
wall.com.tw for more information

» Tonight 8pm, tomorrow’s shows start
at 8pm and 11:30pm

» NT$450 tonight; ticket plus CD is
NT$600 at White Wabbit Records,
located at the Wall. NT$500 at the door
tomorrow for the metal shows, NT$400
advance; NT$350 for Black Reign
International

Two Japanese bands appear at Un-
derworld (3Tt E) tonight: acoustic
rockers #lchizu# and #Vibraslap#, who
wear robes and call themselves a “spiri-
tual Japanese punk-rock band.” To-
morrow night it's indie-rockers Love
Manana (BBIARZR). Wednesday
night features sitar trio See You (F870),
and young bands Hang Glider (8
B4E) and Deepest (RELE).

» B1,45 Shida Rd, Taipei City (&4t8M
AES455%81). Call (02) 2369-0103 or
visit www.upsaid.com/underworld for
more information

» Live shows go from 9:30pm to
11:30pm on Fridays and Saturdays, and
from 9pm to 11pm on Wednesdays.
The bar is open from 8pm daily, closed
Mondays

» Entrance tonight and tomorrow is
NT$300 and includes one drink; tickets
on Wednesday are NT$100 and do not
include a drink



