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Welcome to [ELTS, your ticket to study and work overseas!
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[ELTS Speaking

® 14 minutes
% Three parts
® Part one: Answer questions about yourself and where you come from

* Part two: Speak on your own for one to two minutes - one minute
to prepare

® Part three: Answer questions related to the part two topic

® You are graded on fluency, vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation

Topics: Culture 5

In the speaking test, you are often asked to discuss topics related to
culture.

In part one of the tast, you may be asked to dascribe customs, traditional arts,
music, or festivals that you like or that are popular in your country.

Example question: B

What kind of music is popular in your country?

This question is giving you the chance to display your wide range of vocabu-
lary. If you just answer ‘pop music’ you are missing a great opportunity ta im-
press the examiner. If you try and mention a variety of different genres you will
come across as being able to discuss the topic with ease,

Think about:

® Music popular with different age groups - classical, easy listening, jazz
& Different fashions in music - hip hop, dance music, heavy metal

™ Music in the past - rock and roll, folk music

® How the music sounds - exciting, monotonous, relaxing

® Lecally produced music and foreign music

* Examples of bands

EXample answer: )

'| personally like rock bands like Linkin Park, although most of my friends like
hip-hop music from the states, and R&E, although | think it's a bit soft. A lot of
pecple also like Taiwanese pop stars as well, like Jolin. We also have Taiwanese
Aborgine folk music, and a lot of old people like ‘venge” which they sing on
karaoke machines, but it's a bit dated and not many young people really listen
to that kind of thing.'
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The British Cowncil is the United Kingdem’s international crganisation for educa-
tional opportunities and cultural relations. We currently operate in 108 countries
and territories and have over 7 years of experience,

In Taiwan our aim is to build lasting relationships betwaen the UK and Taiwan by
connecting people with leaming epportunities and creative ideas from the UK

= e offer free, professional and impantial support for studying Inthe UE,

= We aoganite collaborative pvents and ex hanges in education, anls, sciencoe,
and English language teaching.

= W support beamaers and Teac bers of English in Taiwan,

= We provide English language couwrses,

= We offer access to LIK exarminations — inclusding EELTS.
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You may be asked to describe a cultural event or place you have been to, for example
a museum, a festival or a concert. You have one minute to prepare, and have to talk for
between one and two minutes. The examiner will give you a pencil and some paper to
make notes while you prepare. You should make whatever kind of notes you find useful
-— they could be in English or Chinese — but you may find the ideas below useful.

Most tasks contain two main parts: describe the topic you have chosen, and explain your feelings
about it. To do well, you have to include both.

* Read the task card carefully - if you don't understand any part of it, ask the examiner,

* Think of something to describe as quickly as you can.

* Brainstorm related vocabulary you can use to describe it.

* Make notes under all the headings.

* Just write down keywords which you can talk about (you don't have time to write full sentences)

* Talk directly to the examiner - you and the examiner will both feel more invelved and you will be more confident.
* If you make a mistake, it's okay to correct yourself.,
* [f you forget one word, try to use other words to describe what you mean.

* Talk about all the points mentioned on the task card - students often stop talking before the time is up with-
out having given a full answer.

* Try to keep going for the full two minutes, but if you have talked for mere than one and a half minutes and feel
you have said enough, you can tell the examiner you have finished.

Describe a music concert you
have seen. And explain how
you felt about it.

You should say:

* What kind of music it was

" Where and when it took place
" Whom you saw it with

S2mpleanswer

Examiner: Alright Duke, remember you have two minutes for this, so don’t worry if | stop you. Il tell you when the
time is up.

Duke: OK.
Examiner: Could you start now please?

Duke: Right, I'd like to talk about a gig | saw a few weeks ago. It was by a local band called Gold Seal. They basically
play heavy rock music, although it's quite varied, Some of their songs are more like dance music, | saw them in a bar
near where | live, Bliss, which has a lot of new local bands. It's quite popular with foreigners, but there were a lot of Tai-
wanese people there, too. | went with one of my classmates from university; he's quite into that kind of music and so
goes to a lot of gigs in Taiped to see local indie bands. It was the first time | had seen the band, but | personally thought
it was a really good performance. The band played together really well and had obviously practised a lot. They played
all their own songs, and there were some interesting lyrics - one song, for example was about killing mosquitoes, My
friend thought it was pretty good, too. He doesn’t speak English very well though, so he prefers to see bands who sing
in Chinese. He also said that the singer should ...

Examiner: Thank you Duke. Would you like to go to a similar concert again?

Duke: Yeah, sure. | always enjoy going out, listening to new music and meeting new people.

Grammar note: Key Music Vocab:
When you are describing a place you have been to, you can o ".k
use past or present tenses, For example: ™ Musical genre - a type or style N

| went to the British Museurn, It was great, (Past simple) * Gig - an informal word for rock concert

| saw the Egyptian collection. It's amazing. (Present simple) B [0 ek nil el o e bk rmusic

If you talk in the past tense, you are focusing on your experi- * Indie - independent bands
ence of the place, If you use the present, you are focussing :
on the place itself, which is still there. ™ Lyrics - the words to a song
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