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Welcome to IELTS, your ticket to study and work overseas! mm TEST
In response to the growing popularity of IELTS, the Taipei Times, in conjunction with WL Ly
the British Council, brings our readers an IELTS preparation page which will run every anm B
Saturday on p 14 of the Taipei Times. Each week will focus on a different area of the test. Be

IELTS, the International English Language Testing System, is an upper-intermediate test
of English communication. It can be used for university entry and emigration around
the English-speaking world and beyond. It measures your ability to communicate ; ;
; : g : s bicycle attendant Guo Guiyou stands guard
across the four language skills — reading, writing, listening and speaking — through : . X
authentic, challenging tasks. With over 700,000 people taking IELTS annually, it is one outside a busy Beijing railway station, he sud-
of the fastest growing English tests in the world, trusted and accepted by over 4,000 denly makes a loud coarse noise as he opens his
organisations and faculties worldwide, and is a great alternative to TOEFL. mouth and propels a gobbet of spit on to the

pavement. “It's good to spit, it's good for your health,”
said the 40-year-old man unapologetically as he rubs his

ThE Rﬂﬂdlllg TESt shoe over the foul puddle he has just created.

Although there is now a wide consensus that spit-

Ijing spitters do their part for ‘green Olympics’

lution and habits such as smoking and eating heavy,
oily food. Li Yan, a respiratory disease expert at Beijing’s
Xuanwu Hospital, believes widespread respiratory infec-
tions, partly due to China's polluted environment, and
the population’s lack of hygiene awareness contribute
to the habit. “Dry climate in many Chinese cities, coupled
with bad air quality, also lead to the build-up of mu-
cus in one’s respiratory tract, generating phlegm.” She
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' 60 minutes ting is “uncivilised” behaviour, as pre-Olympics manners  said air-borne respiratory diseases such as tuberculosis,
' 40 questions campaigns term it, spitting is still pretty much a trade- pneumonia and influenza can be spread by the phlegm
) Three texts mark sight and sound across the country. of a disease carrier.
’ Total length between 2000 and 2750 words Even though the government has stepped up pun- Doctors say the urge to spit is probably more to do
' ' ' ishment for spitting, a possible fine of 50 yuan (seven with the commonly perceived conceptin China that one 2
- The texts used in the test come from magazines, books and journals, and are dollars) does not deter Guo. “That's okay — most of the  should spit whenever one feels a throat irritation. “A lot &
- written for the non-specialist reader. There are several different question types time, they don't see you,” he said. of itis just bad habit. Some people spit even when there
1Y Y"h'Ch fest different reading micro-skills, so make sure you always read any Few whovisit China can help but notice the frequency  is no phlegm and what they spit out is in fact saliva,” said ve )
instructions very carefully. of spitting in public, which often follows a irritatingly ~ Wang Jidong, professor at the Beijing Chinese Medicine F
(v ) ] ] . gravelly clearing of the throat and lungs, and a complete  University. “But saliva is part of your normal secretion =
— Multlple Chmce ﬂuestm“s lack of embarrassment about the habit. Late paramount and aids digestion. It's just a wrong idea that people 4
™~ leader Deng Xiaoping was a known to be an enthusias-  have.” o
9 g
— ; ; tic spitter who proudly kept a spittoon close by when [ e
4 For this type of question you have to choose the best answer out of four or : i . , . , .
; : he greeted foreign dignitaries at the Great Hall of the Earlier this year, officials admitted that getting the >
more alternatives. Sometimes you have to select more than one answer. Some , o , . . :
® : , s o People in the 1970s and 1980s. capital’s residents to bring their manners up to inter- ~
questions require you to find specific information in the text, whereas others ; : . i o i
c . . . Although the practice spreads diseases that are rife in  national standard in time for the Olympics next August = |
will test your global understanding of the article. R , ,
> China, it is still common on the roads and alleys of the could be a bigger task than constructing the new sports —
- Chinese capital to have to dodge disgusting blobs of sa-  venues. Zhang Fagiang, vice head of the Beijing Olympic g
liva— especially in winter when they freeze and become  organising committee, said the most difficult area in m
$ hazardous to pedestrians and cyclists alike. But to many  staging a “civilised” Olympics rests in “the quality of the )
= Chinese, spitting is a physical phenomenon as natural as  people”.
hl sneezing or belching, and is traditionally nothing to be ﬁ”
L,'f"‘{fi ashamed of. But some ordinary Beijing residents say they really do £
[ : ¥/ s “ . #“ + e I BT
“Well, | can't spit inside my car, can I?” said taxi driver  not care. “As an individual, | can’t care too much about “
- Sui Ningguo, as he wound down the window and pro-  the country’s affairs. To be honest, who cares?” said Guo, /
- pelled his phlegm outwards. “No one cares about spit- the bicycle attendant. -
ting anyway.” (AFP)
Medical experts say phlegm is generated normally
when one is suffering from respiratory infections, but
it is also produced when the lungs are irritated by pol-
- [‘, Question'1: MulktinleiChoice
- ? Which two of the following are given in the article as reasons for spitting? cduc i
Education
3 | A Stress
. B. Pollution
C. Humidity
The British Council, Taipei. PHOTCCATHERINE THOMAS, TAIPEI TIMES D. Alack of understanding about hygiene
E. Poor ventilation
Question 2: MultiplelChoice
Exam strate Choose the best ending to this sentence.
gy According to the article, in China, the habit of spitting is ...
1, Read the qugstlon carefully A fimibed to rislor cities
2 Scan the article for the data you need
. . . . B. encouraged by the government.
3. Look for parallel expressions — the question and the article will often
. . . & popular among teenagers.
use different words which mean the same thing
) ) , , D. common throughout the country.
4. Don’t waste time. If you can’t answer a question, move on to the next
one N~ Y TP, _ .
‘ , Nuestion 3: Multinle ¢ o
5, Guess any questions you are not sure about — you could pick up Juestion'a:Multiple Ghoic
extra marks! . . . .
Match the people quoted in the text with the opinions given below.
Matching Opinion Questions People Opinions
1. Guo Guiyou A. Spitting can spread common illnesses
This is another very common question type. For this, you need to match an 2, Sui Ningguo _ B People often spit unnecessarily
opinion to someone quoted in the text. 3. Li Yan - C. Spitting is a non-issue for normal people
4. Wang Jidong _ D Uncivilised behaviour is the biggest
Exam strategy 5, Zhang Fagiang___ obstacle to hosting the Olympics :
) A E. Spitting is good for your health
1. Quickly scan the text and highlight people’s names.
2. Read what each person says. b : _ N
T , ; ; Y Ancwere:
3 Match their opinion against the possible options. Key'Yocah. NSWEerS:
Remember! The opinions in the text and in the questions will be reworded, so -ajdoad auy jo Aenb ayy, Ul sysa1 IAWAID
you need to think carefully about each person’s point of view. Pavement: |n Britain, it is illegal to ride your bike on the pave- pasi|IAD, & BuIBe)s ul eale Jnoyyp 150w 3y a ‘¢
CREDIT:HARRY HAYNES, THE BRITISH COUNCIL, TAIPHI ment. o ‘ ' ' ‘whajyd
— Gnapﬁ!eg@tﬁ{a“yl ”Staff Wl” no |onger be given pa|d |eave on ou sl aJaLI]. anN\ usaa 1|dS 3|d03d QUJOS 9 ._b
$ The British Council is the United Kingdom's international organisation for educational election days,” the notice unapologetically stated. ,/peaids aq ued ezuanpul pue ejuownaud
opp.ortunltlgs and cultural relatl?ns. We currently operate in 109 countries and territories Consensus: Gentlemer; can wetny and reachia eonsensus on ’S|50|najaqn1 se yons saseasip® " v €
and have over 70 years of experience. . , : ' 4
In Taiwan our aim is to build lasting relationships between the UK and Taiwan by the theme for this year's office party? ,AemAue bumids Jnoge sased auo o, D C
connecting people with learning opportunities and creative ideas from the UK. Pedestrian: The whole of Ximending is designed with pedestri- L Yieay noA 1o} poob sy ids 03 poob s)|, 3 1
* We offer free, professional and impartial support for studying in the UK. ans i mind:seit's great for shapping. E ssnh
* We organise collaborative events and exchanges in education, arts, science, Cyclists: Cycling in Taipei can be quite dangerous, so cyclists -z uohsenp
and English language teaching. : d pue g :| ucnsang
* We support learners and teachers of English in Taiwan. soctiieAlSesseaEErh ki
® We provide English language courses.
* We offer access to UK examinations — including IELTS.
—
.. BRITISH COU NCIL The IRLTS page runs evary Saiurdoy or pld. The content of this page is provided by the British Counail in 3 - —
i, congunction with the Taipet Times Bilingual Section. Feedback may be sent to bilingual@taipeitimes. com. TAI I E N r] !'51'.-1 Eb
.. 5& I ﬂ: Tﬁ ﬁ' For move information on the IELTS test please contact the British Council divectly.
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